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PREFACE 
TO THE 


n b 


READER, 


Freely own, that the Force of Educa- 
tion and Prepoſleſſion is very great, and 


acteth inſenſibly upon the human Mind; 


eſpecially in Matters of Religion. Inſomuch, 
that had I been educated in different Senti- 
ments, it is poſſible, this very Book might 
have been wrote in Support of them, and 
not of thoſe, which are now therein advan- 


ced. This I ſay, not becauſe I am conſcious 
of writing under any Blaſs ; (I have honeſt- 
ly endeavoured to free my mind from every 


Prejudice) but with a pure and fincere In- 


tention to diſpoſe you to judge impartially, 

according to the Evidence produced, with- 
out any regard to my Opinion. I am not fit 

to be ſet up for a Standard: I am not fond 


of gaining Followers; I am not worthy to 
have any; follow Chriſt, 
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CovENANT of GRACE, &c. 


HE hebrew Word D', berith, from 
which alone the engliſh Word, Cove- 
nant, is always rendered in the old Te- 
ſtament, may come from N, bara, to create, 
as that ſignifies to put Things into a new State 


or Condition, by a new Conſtitulion, Diſpoſition 


or Settlement of Affairs; which is allo the Senſe 


of Jiabnun, Covenant, in the Greek both of the 


old and new Teſtaments. This general Notion 


will naturally include the two principal Accep- 


tations of the Word, Covenant : namely, as it 
Signitics, either a Res. unconditional Donation 
and Aſſurance of Bleſſings, from Gad. Which 
put Life into a new State of Happineſs or an 
Agreement or mutual Engagement. between Par- 
ties, upon certain Conditions, which ſettles Af- 


fairs upon a new Foundation. 


In the firſt Senſe, God's Coromy:: after the 
Flood, with Noah, and his Seed after him, that is 


to ſay, all Mankind, for perpetual Generations, 


(Gen. vi. 18.—ix. 9, &c. is to be underſtood ; 
namely, as a free and abſolute Grant, or Pro- 
miſe, from the ſole Pleaſure and Goodneſs of 
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Edneſs of the World, ſhould / any mire be cub 


off with the Waters of a flood: but that, while 
the earth ſhould remain, Seed-time and harveſt, 
and cold and heat, and ſummer and winter, and 


day and night ſhould not ceaſe. Of a ſimilar, 


but much ſuperior Nature, was the Covenant, 
or free Grant of Bleſſings, which God at ſeveral 
Times made to Abraham : ; as Cen. xii. 2, 3. in 


thee, Abraham, ſpall all families of the Ear th be 


bleſſed. Gen. xvii. 7. and I will eſtabliſh my Cove- 
nant between me and thee and thy ſeed of ter thee, in 
their Generations, for an everlaſting Covenant, to be 
& God unto thee, and to thy Seed after thee, Gen. 
xxii. 16, 17, 18. By my ſelf have I ſworn, ſaith 


the Lord, for becauſe thou haſt done this thing, and 


haſt not withheld thy Son, thine only Son: that in 
bleffing I will bleſs thee, and in multiplying J will 
multiply thy Seed as the Stars of the heaven, and as 
the Sand wich is upon the Sea-ſhore : and thy Seed 


foall poſſeſs the gate of his enemies; and in thy Seed 
hall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed; becauſe 


thou Haſt obeyed my voice. The ſame Grant was 
alſo repeted to Iſaac his Son, and to Jacob his 
Grandſon, Gen. xxvi. 4.—XXViii. 13, 14. This 
Donation is of che very higheſt Importance; and 
we are all of us concerned in it. I call it the A. 
brahamic Covenant. But at the ſame time, and 


by the ſame free-Gift, God, the abſolute Pro- 


prietor of all Worlds and Countries, was pleaſed 
to inveſt Avrahain, and his natural Seed, or Poſ- 


terity, the Jews, in a Right to the Land of Ca- 


naan, and in other Privileges peculiar to them- 
ſelves. Gen. xv. 18. In that ſame day the Lord 


made a Covenant with Abram, ſaying , unto thy Seed ; 


have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto 
the great river, the river Euphrates, &c, Gen. 
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6 
xvii. 8. And I will give unto thee, and to thy Seed 
after thee, the land wherein thou art a ſtranger, all 
the Land of Canaan, for an everlaſting poſſeſſion ; 
and I will be their God. So alſo Gen, xxvi. 4. 
XXVI11. 13, 14. This Conveyance, I apprehend, 
gives the Jews, notwithſtanding their preſent E- 
jectment, an indefeaſable Right to the Land of 
Canaan, which will hold to the End of the 
World. I call this the Covenant of Peculiari- 
ty. Thus, Covenant, in the firſt Senſe, is to be 
underſtood. PIES 
In the other Senſe, as a Compact or mutual 
Engagement between Parties, between Man and 
Man, or between God and Man, it ſtipulates 
certain Articles and Conditions to be performed, 
in order to an Intereſt in the Advantages, or 
Bleſſings, e « God, on his Part will 
« continue life; if Man, on his Part, will con- 
* tinue to be obedient : but if Man is once guilty 
„of Tranſgreſſion, his Life is forfeited.” This 
was the Horehb-Covenant, which God made with 
the Iſraelites when he brought them out of the Land 
of Egypt, and not before that Time. [Deut. xxix. 
1. 1 Kin. vii. 21.] This Paul, the Apoſtle, 
calls Law; and informs us, that it was not given 
to the [/raelites as a Rule whereby they might. 
obtain Life ; bur to ſhew them the Nature and 
Demerit of Sin, and to bring them to Chriſt. 
Still the Abrabamic Covenant, before mention- 
ed, was the Rule of their Juſtification, 
And, as this, the Abrahamic Covenant, is 
the Subject of this Treatiſe, I ſhall attempt a 
furcher Explication of it by obſerving ; 
I. That it included the Seed, or Poſterity, of 
| Abraham, and gave them, before they were born, 
a Right to the Bleſſings of it, as well as himſelf, 
NT a nd Gen, 
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Gen. xvii. 7. I will eſtabliſh my Covenant, —for 45 
everlaſting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to 


thy Seed after thee, in their Generations, to the 


End of the World. In like manner, the Cove- 
nant with Noah and his Sons, after the Deluge; 
was eftabliſhed with them, and with their Seed af- 
ter them, for perpetual Generations, or with all 
Mankind, and indeed with all Animals upon 
the Globe, to the End of the World. Gen. ix: 
9—12. This demonſtrates, that the Bleſſings 
conveyed in the Abrahamic Covenant, were ſuch 
as might be freely, or gratuitouſly given; or, 


that they are to be conſidered oniy ſo far as they 


can be freely, abſolutely and unconditionally gi- 
ven: for they muſt be ſuch as a new-born Child 


could have a Right to, who could have no Right 


or Intereſt in them but upon the Foot of Grace 
or free-Gift ; the very ſame Foot, upon which 
the ſeveral riſing Generations of Mankind, and 


of other Animals, have an Intereſt in the Cove- 


nant with Noah: and upon the very ſame Foot 
that every new-born Heir hath a Right to an 
Eſtate abſolutely given to a Man and his Heirs 
for ever. It muſt be a Right of free Donation 
becauſe 1t exiſts before there is a Capacity of per- 
forming any Conditions previous to it. Fence 


this Covenant takes the Nature of a PROMISE, 
| and is called e7ayyrin, the Promiſe, Rom. iv. 1 2, 


14, Gal. iii, 17. [Obſerve, that in this Verſe 
Jietbnun, the Covenant, and #749152, the Pro- 


_ miſe, are Synonymous. IV. 18. fGed, #«yaprs 1g 


gave it freely to Abraham by promije. See Heb. vi. 


13.]Þ——V. 21. erayy?.u, Promiſes of God. [Ob- 


ſerve, in theſe Texts, the Promiſe, or Promiſes 
of God, are oppoled to the Law, in the Senſe 
above explained. ] It is called n e919, the BLES+ 


6 


SING, Gal. iii. 14. It is alſo deſcribed as an Ix . 


HERIT ANC E, Gal. iii. 18. And they who have 
an Intereſt in the Bleſſings thereof are denomina- 
ted Heirs, Rom. iv. 14. Gal. iii. 29. And if ye 
be of Chriſt, then are ye Abraham's Seed, and HE IRS 
according to the Promiſe made to him. See alſo 
Heb. vi. 17. All theſe Expreſſions in the apo- 
ſtolic Writings relate immediately, and only to 
the Abrahamic Covenant ; and do evidently im- 
ply, that it is a free Gift from God, the ſole Do- 
nor of all Being and Happineſs. 9 
II. The ineſtimable Bleſſings and Promiſes of 
Life and Favour, which the Munificence of the 
moſt High is pleaſed freely to beſtow, do, in the 


Nature of Things, itrongly oblige to Gratitude 
and Duty; and have a powerful Tendency, un- 


der our preſent Darkneſs and Deficiencies, to fill 
the Heart with Comfort, Joy, and good Aſſu— 
rance. What more deſireable and joyful than to 
be aſſured, that the all-powerful, wile and boun- 


tiful Father of the Univerſe, will be our God, 


Father and Friend for evermore ? But then ſuch 
Bleſſings and Promiſes muſt be known, remem- 


bered, underſtood, duely conſidered and laid to 


Heart. For Benefits forgotten, Bleſſings un- 
known, or not regarded, how great ſoever in 
themſelves, can make no good Impreſſions on 
the Mind. And therefore, when ſuch Bleſſings 
are, once for all, granted to all ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations, as they riſe in the World, the Nature 


of Things requires, that ſome Method ſhould be 


deviſed of preſerving the Memory of them in all 
Generations; that thoſe, to whom they are 


granted, may enjoy the Conlolation and good 
Hope, which they inſpire ; and perform the 
Gratitude and Duty to which they oblige, With 
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much Propriety the Divine Wiſdom made the 
Rain-bow (I ſuppoſe, a new Object in the Sky, 
not ſeen before) a Token, Sign or Memorial of 
the Covenant with Noah; that they who ſhould 
be acquainted with that ſacred Inſtitution, in 
every Age of the World, might be ſenſible of 
the Mercy of God in ſparing and preſerving 


Mankind, and thankful for it. And as the 


Bleſſings of the Abrahamic Covenant are of the 
very higheſt and moſt excellent Nature, inclu- 
ding an Intereſt in God, as a God, Father and 
Friend for ever, II will be a God unto thee, and to 
thy Seed after thee, Gen. xvii. 7.] and a Share in all 
the Bleſſings wherewith the Meſſiah, in the Goſ- 
pel, hath inriched the World, [Cin thy Seed ſhall 
all the families, or nations of the earth be bleſſed, 
Gen. X11. 2.—XXV1. 4,—RXXVIll. 14.] and as theſe 
Bleſſings are in their own nature adapted to pro- 
duce the nobleſt Effects of Gratitude and Duty 
upon the Mind; ſo it is evidently moſt expedi- 
ent, or rather neceſſary, that the Memory of 


ſuch a Donation ſhould be carefully preſerved to 


all ſucceeding Generations, and ſtrongly incul- 


| cated upon their Thoughts, by a ſolemn Memo- 


| 3 rial, Sign or Token. The Memorial, Sign or 
| Token, inſtituted for this Purpoſe, by the Al- 


mighty, was Circumcilion, a Mark in the Fleſh : 
which was both a Seal, or Confirmation of the 


free Grant of ſpiritual and eternal Bleſſings, even 
of that Righteouſneſs of the Paith, or that Grant 
of Bleſſings by Faith, which was given to Abra- 


ham before he was circumcited ; * and alſo an 


Admonition and Inſtruction in that moral Purity 


and Rectitude to which the Grace of God obliges. 
For 


* Rom. iv. 11. 
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5 
For Circumciſion was, or denoted, the Circumci- 
ſion of the heart, Rom. it. 29. This Memorial 
or Token was to be applied to every male Child, 
as ſoon after the Birth as it conveniently could; 
namely, when it was eight Days old, And thus 
in every Generation, and in every Family, at 
the Birth of every male Child, the Intereſt of 
that Child, and of that Family, both Males and 
Females, in the noble Grant of the Abrahamic 
Covenant, was, by a Divine Inſtitution, recog- 
nized and aſſured, and the Duty, conſequent to 
that Grant, was declared.|| This Proceedure is 
founded upon the immutable Nature of Things, 
and muſt be allowed to be a great Privilege, tor 
the Reaſons already given, Indeed, the Cove- 

| nant 


| Circumciſion is commonly confidered as a Yoke, or 
Burthen upon the Jews ; which Notion has ſprung from Acts 
xv. 1. certain men, who came down from Judea, taught the 
brethren, [the Chriſtians, who had been proſelytes of the Gate, 
before their Converſion to the Goſpel,] and ſaid, Except ye be 
circumeiſed AFTER THE MANNER OF MOSES, ye cannot be 


ſaved: compared with Ver. 10, Now therefore, why tempt ye 


God, to put a Yoke upon the neck of the Diſciples, which neither 


our Fathers, nor we were able to bear. But Circumciſion is not 


conſidered here as the Yoke, but keeping the whole ceremonial 
Law / Mies; with which the judaizing Chriſtians ſuppoſed 


Circumciſion was eſſentially connected. See Ver. 5.—there 
roſe up certain of the Sect of the Phariſees which believed, ſaying, 
that it was needful to circumciſe them, and command them to keep 
the Low of Miſes. And again, Ver. 24.—certain, which 
ewent our from us, have troubled you with words, ſubverting your 
Souls, ſaying, Je muſt be circumciſed, and keep the Law, The 
circumciſing them, not after the manner of Abraham, but af- 
ter the manner of Meer, whereby, as thoſe Chriſtian Pha- 
riſees believed, they would be obliged to keep the ceremo- 
nial Law of Moſes, was the Yoke, which they would have 


put on the neck of the Diſciples. But the Apoſtles diſcharged 
| ſuch Diſciples both from Circumciſion, and the Law of Ma- 


ſes too, in that Reſpect. 
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nant, or Grant, would have failed of its beſt Ef- 
fects without it. And thus things ſtood in the 
Church and Kingdom of God for about two 
Z thouſand years, till Chriſt, the Meſſiah, came. 


The Poſterity of Abraham by this open and 


ftequently repeated Aſſurance of their ſpecial In- 
* tereſt in God, and in all the Bleſſings of his Co- 
venant, and by enjoying this Mean of ingaging 
them to the Love and Obedience of him, were 
2 certainly very much diſtinguiſhed from, and 
raiſed above other Nations of the Earth, who 
> were all Strangers to this Covenant. Epbeſ. i ii. 
112. And we find that the J/aclites were gene- 
3 | q ally ſenſible of this, eſteemed it as a great Ho- 
nour, and were very tenacious of it "both for 

J a and for their Children. It is on this 
Account, eſpecially, that they are in Scripture 
> ſtiled a noLy NATION, and people. And, with 
regard to Lineage and Deſcent, as their Chil- 


: dren in every ſucceſſive Generation were intitled 
to the ſame Privileges, they, the 1/raelites, are 
| Riled the holy Seed, (Mai, vi. 13. Ezra ix. 2.) 


1 1. e. federally holy, as they were, from their 


Birth, ſpecially intereſted in the Covenant of Di- 


E vine Goats. and appropriated to the Service of 
God. Accordingly they are ſaid to be born unto 


Cod, Ezek. xvi. 20, and ſo, were his Sons and 


FT 2 as ſoon as they were born. On the 
cContrary, the Nations, wich regard to this ex- 
q 5 traordinary Privilege, were in a co n parat i vely 


= low, and leſs honourable State; which is in 
Scripture denoted by their being unc1 R CUMCISED, 


| STRANGERS, and UNCLEAN, See Gen. xxxiv. 14. 
= Jud. xiv. 3. 1 Sam. xvii. 26. Jer. ix. 25, 20. 
Exsek. xliv. 7. Iſai. xxxv. 8. Joel iii. 17. Jai. Iii. 


I. * l. 11, 12. 
It 
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Tt was with great Propriety that the Seal of the 
Grant, or Covenant, was applied to Infants, as Y 
it ſhewed that the Grant was of free Grace. For 
had they not been allowed to apply the Seal or 
Token till their Children arrived ar Years of Di. 
cretion, and had given Proof of their Obedience, | 
then their Obedience would have been the Con- 
dition of their Intereſt in the Covenant: and fo 
the Covenant would not have been of GRA, 
but of Works, Beſides, it muſt be a great 
Comfort to Parents, (to Children too, when ca- 
pable of Reflection) that the Love of God thus 
met their Children at their Entrance into Life, 
claimed them for bis own, and gave them, as 
ſoon as he had given them Breath, the ſtrongeſt | 
Aſſurance of his fatherly Bleſſing, Care and Pro- 
tection through future Life which muſt be a | 
ſtrong Engage ment upon Parents to educate their 
Children in Piety and Virtue ; and upon Chil- 
dren to receive good Inſtructions. 
Further obſerve ; That Circumciſion did not 
confer the Right to Covenant-Bleſſings; but on- 
ly declared the Right, which was before conferred 
by the Grant to Abraham, The Right was con- 
| ferred by the Grant, or Promiſe : and the Ordi- 
nance was only a Declaration, Seal or Confirma- 
tion of the Right, which exiſted antecedently to 
the Ordinance. Again; All the Seed or Potte- 
rity of Abraham, both Males and Females, by 
the Promiſe made to him, had a Right to the 
Bleſſings of the Covenant; and therefore, when 
the Wiſdom of God thought it ſufficient, that 
the Seal ſhould be applied only to the Males, the 
Right of the Females muſt, at the ſame Time, 
be declared and confirmed. Laſtly obſerve; 
That Circumciſion was the initiating Ordinance ; Þ* 
| 4 


Wc 


or the Ordinance that was adminiſtred to a Per- 


I I | fon at his firſt Entrance into the Church and 
3 18. of God: the firſt viſible Pledge and 
Token of God's Love, aſſuring him of his Inte- 

rrreſt in all Covenant-Bleſſings, and of his Share in 
all Church Honours and Privileges. And this it 
*Z declared and ſignified once for all: and therefore 
was but once adminiſtred, and not repeted after- 


"XZ wards, 
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III. The Covenant of Peculiarity, annexed to 
the Abrabamic Covenant, gave the Jews alone, 
the natural Deſcendents of Avraham, a Right and 
Title to the Land of Canaan, and to ſome other 
Privileges, exclulive of all other Nations. But 
the Abrahamic Covenant itſelf extended to, and 
included all Nations of the Earth ; though God 
did not think fit immediately, at that time, to 
reveal and publiſh it among them. But their 
Right was given and aſſured, when God made 


the Covenant with Abrabam. This appears from 


the expreſs Words of the Grant, Gen. xii. 3. — 
xxii. 18,— XXV1. 4.—XXVI1IL. 14. In thee, or in 
thy Seed, ſhall all the families, or all the nations of 
the earth be bleſſed. And in Gen. xvii. 4, 5. God 
conſtitutes Abraham the Father, or Head, of ma- 


ry. Nations, with reference to the Covenatit, 


which he then made with him, 7o be a God unto 
him, and to his Seed after him; in theſe Words: 
As for me, behold, my Covenant is with thee, and 
thou ſhalt be, with reſpe& to this Covenant or 


Grant, @ Father of many Nations. Neither ſhall 
thy name any more be called Abram ; but thy name 


foall be Abraham: for a Father of many nations 
have I made thee. Thus the Apoſtle Paul under- 
ſtood this Paſſage, Rom. iv. 16, 17, — who, A- 
vraham, is the Father of us all, both Jews and 
Gentiles, 
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( 14 ) 
Gentiles, ſor the Nations] (as it is written, I 
have made thee a Father of many nations) before 
bim, or in the Account and Purpoſe of him, 
whom be believed. When Abraham ſtood before 
God, and received this Grant, or Promiſe, I 
will be @ God unto thee, and to thy Seed after thee, 
he did not, in the Account of God, appear as a 
private Perſon, but as the Father of us all; not 
only of the Jews, but allo of all other Nations, 
who embracing the Promile, as Abraham did, 
ſhould be accepted and intereſted in this noble 
Grant, as he was. Thus Abraham was the Fa- 
ther of many Nations. And this ſufficiently di- 
ſtinguiſheth the two Grants, which I call the A. 
brahamic Covenant, and the Covenant of Peculiari- 
ty. For though they were both granted at the 
ſame time, or joined together in the ſame Deed ; 
yet the one was a Grant to all Nations, as well 
as to the Iſraelites; the other was a Grant to the 
Tjraelites alone. Nor can thoſe two diſtinct and 
different Grants interfere with, or invalidate 
each otner ; as they are not in their own Nature 
oppolite or contradictory. The granting to A- 
braham the Honour of having the Meſliah de- 
ſcend from him, the Bleſſing of a numerous od 
7” | pro ll 


“,, J apprehend, has here the ſame Force that 
155 has in the following Places; and may ſignify, in the 
Sight, Eſtimation, Thought, Judgment. Ezra ix. q. have ex- 
tended mercy to us in the Sight of the kings of Perſia. Neh. i. 11. 
profter thy ſervant, -——- and grant him mercy in the Sight of i, 
man. Prov. iv. 3. tender and only beloved in the Sight of my 
mother. —xiv. 12. There is a wway twhich ſeemeth right unto 
L 355 before] à man. So Prov. xvi. 25, == Neb. ii. G. E/th. 
v. 14. it pleaſed the King, — the thing pleaſed Haman tin 
the Hebrew, it vas good before [in the Thought or Judg- 
ment of] the King, an. Eccleſ. vii. 26. whoſe pleaſetb 

God 7 be that is good before [in the Eſtimation of] Goa. | 
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proſperous Poſterity, the Poſſeſſion of the Land 
of Canaan, is no ways inconſiſtent withthe Grant 
of ſpiritual and heavenly Bleſſings (as we ſhall 
find them to be) to the Nations, when the Goſ- 
pel ſhould be preached to them : but, notwith- 
ſtanding the former Grant of Bleſſings peculiar 
to Abraham, this latter Grant to the Nations 


fands in full Force, as entire and compleat, as if 


it had ſtood alone, and nothing beſides had been 
mentioned, Our Lord declared and confirmed 
the Covenant of Grace to his Apoſtles, in which 


they and all Chriſtians, without exception, were 


intereſted : and withal gave them the Promiſe of 
the miraculous Gifts and Operations of the Spi- 
rit; which Promiſe was peculiar to themſelves, 
or but, comparatively, to a few other Chriſtians. 
Now it is eaſy to ſee, that this latter, and more 
reſtrained Promiſe, did not in any Reſpect in- 


terfere with, or limit the general Promiſe in the 


Covenant of Grace. Still that was open and 
free to all that ſhould embrace the Faith of th 
Goſpel to the End of the World, 
And as thoſe two Grants are plainly diſtinct 
and unconnected ; ſo Circumciſion, the Token, 


might be applied to either, or both of them, as 


God ſhould be pleaſed to appoint. While the 
peculiar Kingdom of God was confined to the 
Jewiſh Nation, and till the Meſiab came, Cir- 
cumciſion was the Token of both thoſe Cove- 
nants. From the coming of the Mefiah, I ap- 


prehend, Circumciſion ceaſed to be the Token of 


the Abrabamic Covenant, and another Ordinance 
was ſubſtituted in the Place of it. Nevertheleſs, 
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( 16 ) 


This Diſtinction alſo ſupplies us with a plain 


Criterion or Mark, whereby we may know, when 
the Abrahamic Covenant 1s referred to, or in- 
cluded in any Paſſage of Scripture. For where- 
ever the Salvation oi God, or the Meſſiah's Em- 
pire and Influence is ſaid to be extended; or 
where it is plainly implied, that it ſhould be ex- 
tended, to the Nations, or to all Nations, we may 
be ſure that reference is there made to the Abra- 
hamic Covenant : there being no other Covenant, 
or Conſtitution, of a Spiritual Nature, in all the 
Scripture, which is expreſsly ſaid to extend to all 
Nations of the Earth, but that. As in P/al. ii. 8. 1 
will give thee the heathen * [the Nations] for thine 
Inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for 


thy poſſeſſion. Iſai. xi. 10. And in that day there ſhal! Þþ : 


be a branch ſpringing out of the root of Jeſſe, which 
hall ſtand for an enſign of the people; to it ſhall the 


Gentiles [the Nations] ſeek | See Rom. xv. 12.] 


Lai. xlii. 1. Behold my ſervant, whom I uphold, 
mine ele#t, in whom my ſoul delighteth : I have put 
my Spirit upon him, he ſhall bring forth judgment 
[true Religion] 2% the Gentiles [to the Nations. ] 
He ſhall not cry, &c, [See Mat. xii. 18.] Ver. 6. 
| JT the Lord have called thee in Righteouſneſs —— 

and will give thee for a covenant of the people, for a 
light of the Gentiles [the Nations. ] To open the blind 
ches, &c. See Luke li. 32.] ai. xlix. 6. And he ſaid, 


Jt is a light thing that thou ſhouldeſt be my ſervant 


10 


#* p51 and £914, the Words uſed in the Abrahamic Cove- 
nant, which properly ſignify, Nations, are the very Words 


frequently in the engliſh Bible tranſlated by, Heather, Gen- IÞ 


_ ziles, But, I humbly conceive, the Scriptures would have 
been more intelligible to an engliſh Reader, if, inſtead of 
Heathen or Gentiles, thoſe two original Words had been al- 
ways tranſlated, the Nations, or thoſe of the Nations. 
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to raiſe up the tribes of Jacob, and io reſtore the pre- 


ſerved of Iſrael : I will alſo give thee for a light to 
the Gentiles, | the Nations, ] bat thou mayſt be my 
ſalvnlion unto the end of the earth. [See Ads xii. 
47.] Joel ii. 32. And it fhall come to paſs, that 
whoſoever ſhall call on the Nome of the Lord ſhall be 
delivered, [or ſaved, ſee Rom. x. 13.] for in mount 
Zion, aud in Jeruſalem i. e. among the Jews,! 

all be deliverauce, or Salvation, as the Lord bath 
aid, and in the remnant, or reſidue of the nations, 
or 70 all that are afar off among the nations, wwhonz 


the Lord ſhall ſhereafier] call, [See Acts ii. 39.] 


Amos ix. 11. In that A. 27 7 will I raife up the taber- © 


wacle of David, that is fallen down, 1 That 
they may poſſe/s the remnant of dom, and of all the 
beathen z [the Nations. See Acts xv. 14—17.} 
So allo in Zepb. ii. 11. Zecb. il. 11,—iX. 10. Mal. 
i. 11. Theſe, and other Paſſages of Scripture, 
of the like kind, refer to the Grant or Promiſe 


made to Abraham, In thy Seed ſhall all the nations 
of the earth be bleſſed: and, A Father of many na- 


tions have I made thee. 

IV. This Covenant, the 1 Covenant, 
Grant or Promiſe was confirmed, or ratiſied, of 
God in Chriſt, So the Apoſtle Gal. iii. 17. Aud 
this I ſay, or affirm with the greateſt Aſſurance, 
that the Covenant that was confirmed before of God in 
Chriſt, the Law, which was four hundred and thir- 
% years after, cannot diſanul, that it ſhould make 

2 Promiſe of no Effect. The Covenant, or Pro- 
miſe, which the Apolltle here ſpealcs of, is un- 
doubtedly the Abrabamic Covenant : as appears 
from the Context; Ver. 14, &c. That the bleſ- 


7 ing of Abraham might come on the Gealiles, [the 


Nations] through Feſtus Chriſt ; that wwe t might re- 
ceive the promiſe of the ry thr vugh Faith, Bre- 
B thren, 
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thren, I ſpeak after the manner of men, though it 
be but a man's covenant, yet if it be confirmed, no 
man diſanulleth it, or addeth thereto. Now to A. 
braham and his Seed were the promiſes made, He 
faith, he meaneth, not, unto Seeds, as of mam; 
[i. e. he ſpeaks not of different Sorts of Claim- 
ants] but of one Sort of Claimants, Aud to thy 
Seed, which is Chriſt, or ſuch as become Mem- 
bers of his Church by Faith. And this I ſay, 
That the Covenant that was confirmed before of God 
in Chriſt, the Law, which was four hundred and 
thirty years after, cannot diſanul, &c. It is plain, 
he is ſpeaking of the Covenant and Promiles 
made to Abraham and his Seed, as they extend 

to the Nations. Ver. 14. That the Bleſſing of A- 
braham might come on the Nations by Jeſus Chriſt, 
Which appears more particularly from his af- 
firming, That this Covenant or Promiſe exiſted 
four hundred and thirty years before the Law. 
For that is the Space of Time from the giving of 
the Law at mount Horeb, to the Time when the 
Promiſe was firſt given to Abraham, Gen. xii. 3. 
Concerning which Covenant or Promiſe the A- 
- poſUe poſitively affirms, that it was confirmed or 
ratified in, or unto Chrit, * Now whether the 
Meaning be, that it was confirmed to Chriſt 
perſonally ; or that it was formed and ſettled a- 
greeably to the Scheme of Redemption in him; 
or that it was confirmed nto Chrift collectively, 
7, e. unto the Church of Chriſt, or unto the whole 
Body of thoſe that believe in him, and hope for 

| | | | the 


+ 


* The Apoftle may allude to the Promiſe, confirmed by 
the Cath of God, Cen. xxii. 16, 18, in thy ſeed, in Chriſt, 
Hall all the rations of the earth be bleſſed; For what is here con- 

firmed to Abraham, is confirmed in Chriſt, unto Chriſt, or 
with reſpect to Chriſt, in whom all nations ſhould be biei:cd, 
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N 
the Salvation of God through him; in any pos- 
ſible Senſe, this Aſſertion of the Apoſtle plainly 
connects the Abrahamic Covenant with Chriſt, or 
the Goſpel, and ſhews undeniably, that it had 
reſpect to the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, We may 
advance a Step further, and affirm, | 


V. That the Abrabamic Covenant did include, 


and is in Subſtance the ſame with the Goſpel Co- 
venant, which our Lord and his Apoſtles pub- 


liſhed to the World. This may be demonſtrated 


by the following Arguments, 


2 


1, The Goſpel was preached to Abraham in 
the Covenant, or Promiſe, made to and with 
him. Gal. iii. 8. And the Scripture foreſceing that 
God would juſtify the Heathen, or the Nations, by 
Faith, preached before the Goſpel unto Abraham, ſay- 
ing, In thee ſhall all Nations be bleſſed. The Sente 


is this: God having purpoſed and decrecd, in 


the Fulneſs of Time, to juſtify the Nations, or 


give them a Title to all the Bleſſings of his King- 
dom and Covenant, only upon Faith in his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, preached the Goſpel, according to 


which they were to be juſtified, to Abraham, 
(long before it was preached by Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles,) when he ſaid unto him, In thee ſhall all 
the Families, or Nations, of the earth be bleſſed. 
Therefore, when God made this Promiſe, he 
preached the Goſpel : and he preached that Goſ— 
pel according to which we of the Nations are 
juſtified, or have an Intereſt in all the Bleſſings 


of the Covenant of Grace: and he preached it 


with reference to us Gentiles, or to us who are of 
the Nations ; and to our being taken into the 
Kingdom of Ged, as we now are, by Faith in 
Chriſt. Therefore the Goſpel, which is now 
preached to us, including all the Bleſſings, to 

B 2 which 
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( 20 ) 
which we are intitled through Faith, is the ſame, 
in Subſtance, with the Covenant or Grant made 
to Abraham. 

2. From what he had ſaid Gal. iii. 8, as above, 
the Apoſtle infers, Ver. 9. So ben they which be 
of faith, meaning the Gentiles, or thoſe of the 
Nations who believe in Chriſt, are bleſſed with 
faithſul Abraham, 1. e. are partakers of the Bleſ- 
ſing wherewith he was bleſſed ; as it is below, 
Ver. 14. The Bleſſmg of Abraham is come upon us 
believing Gentiles through Feſus Chriſt. The Bleſ- 
{ing, which is come upon us through Jeſus Chriſt 
in the Goſpel, was firſt the Bleſſing of Abra- 
ham, But the Bleſſing which is come upon us 
through Chriſt is the Covenant of Grace; there- 
fore it is plain, that the Bleſſing of Abraham, iS 
no other than the Covenant, or Grant of Grace, 
in hes" we now ſtand. 

The Covenant with Abraham was confirm- 
ed " God in or unto Chriſt. Now what Cove- 
nant was ever coniirmed in or unto Chriſt but 
the Goſpel Covenant of Grace? Not the Cove- 
nant of Works, or the Law; nor any Covenant 
of Peculiarity; but the Covenant of Grace alone. 
Therefore, as the Abrabamic Covenant was con- 
firmed in or unto Chriſt, that Covenant muſt be 
the Covenant of Grace, 

. The Covenant made with Abraham and 
3 of God in Chriſt, hath never yet been 
diſanulled. This the Apoſtle ſtrongly aſſerts and 
proves Gal. iii. 15, 17. Brethren, 1 ſpeak after the 
manner of inen; though it be but a man's Covenant, 
yet if it be confirmed, no man diſanulletb or addeth 
thereunto. As if he had ſaid; It is a known 
and allowed Rule in human Affairs, that a Co- 


venant, Gift or Grant to a Man and his Heirs, 
"If 
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9 if it be once regularly made, and duely ratified, 

ſo it muſt ſtand: no body can render it void, or 

add any new Conditions to it. And how then 
can the Covenant, or Free-Gift of God, be diſ- 
anulled or changed ? It was confirmed in the 
” moſt expreſs and ſolemn manner; by the Pro- 
miſe and Oath of God, Ger. xxii. 16, 17, 18. 
* By my ſelf have I ſworn, ſaith the Lord, &c. and 
by a facred Inſtitution, Circumciſion, which 
God appointed as a Token and Seal of it, in all 
Generations, while his peculiar Church and 
Kingdom was confined to the Nation of the Iſ- 
raclites : and therefore it muſt always remain the 
ſame, without Alteration or Addition. But it 
might be objected ; “God himſelf did alter it 
ee by the Law, or Horeb-Covenant, afterwards 
brought in among the Jews.” The Apoſtle 
anſwers poſitively in the 17th Verſe ; that the 
Covenant made with Abraham, and confirmed of 
God in Chriſt, was not diſanulled by the Law, 
which was not given till four hundred and thirty 
years after; but the Promiſe ſtill remained in its 
full Force and Latitude. For although the Law 
was a Miniſtration of Death, condemning every 
Tranſgreſſor for every Tranſgreſſion, without 
giving any Hope of Mercy, or Help for Reco- 

very, and ſo was directly oppoſite to the Covenant, 
or Grant of Grace; yet it did not anul or repeal 
the Covenant of Grace made with Abraham but 
that Covenant continued ſtill in full Force, even 

to the Fews while they were under the Law of 
I Mofes; though that Law did curſe every one that 
did not continue in all things, which God there- 
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N in required. And he gives a clear and ſuſficient 
Reaſon, why the Law did not diſanul the Cove- 

? | nant of Grace: namely, becauſe the Law was 
5 2 nor 
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not intended to be the Rule of ina] Juſtification 
to the Jews, by which they were to ſtand or fall 
finally, and for ever; but it was added becauſe of 


Tranſgr ons, (Ver. 19.) to ſhew them the hei- 
nous Nature and Demerit of Sin; the Curſe, the 


Puniſhment and Death to which they rendered 


themſelves obnoxious by Sin. And ſo the Law, 


(Ver. 24.) by it's Severity, ſerved as a School- 
maſter to bring them to Chriſt; that is to ſay, to 


make them ſenſible how much they ſtood in 
need of Grace, or pardoning Mercy ; to teach 
them to value it, to ſeek it, and humbly rely 
upon it. In this View, the Law was fo far 
from diſanulling the Covenant of Grace and 
Mercy made with Abraham, that it was in fact 
ſubſervient to it, as it directed and obliged the 
ſenſible, penitent Jew to reſt all his Hope and 
Dependence upon that Covenant. 

Thus the Apoftle expreſsly affirms, and 
ſtrongly argues, that the Covenant, or Grant of 
Grace, made to Abraham, hath never yet been 
diſanulled; no, not by the Law, that Miniſtra- 
tion of Death, but ſtill remains in its full Force, 
and Latitude. And wherefore does he thus ar- 
gue? I anſwer, he argues thus, to prove, That 
the Bleſſing of Abraham is come on us Gentiles, pure 


and neat, unaltered and entire, in no Reſpect 


diſanulled, through Jeſus Chriſt; as he himſelf 
declares, Ver. 14. Therefore, it 1s certain, that 
the Bleſſing of the Covenant of Grace, which is 
now come upon us through Chriſt, or by the Gol- 
pel, is no other than the ancient Bleſſing contain- 


ed in the Covenant made with Abraham. 


5. The Apoſtle argueth in the fourth Chapter 


to the Romans, That Abraham was juſtified by. 


Faith, as we are: and he argueth this to ſhew, 
| that 
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that we have an Intereſt in the Covenant, or 


Bleſſings of the Goſpel in the ſame way that A. 


braham had. And upon this Ground, and for 


this Reaſon, he calls him the Father of us all, 


Ver. 11, 16; and declareth, that we are his CH- 
dren, Gal. iti. 7; the Seed of Abraham, and Heirs 
according to the Promiſe, made to him. Gal. iii. 
29. But how ſhould we be his Children and 
Seed, after and from him inheriting the Promiſe, 
if the Promiſe to us, is not the ſame as the Pro- 
miſe to him ? If, for inſtance, the Land of Ca- 
naan only was promiſed to him and his Seed; 
and, not that, but the Kingdom of Heaven, or 
eternal Felicity in the future World is promiſed 
to us, how can we be the Seed and Heirs of 


Abraham? How can we inherit from him, 


when his Inheritance and ours would be as wide- 
ly different as Heaven and Earth ? Certainly, if 
we are the inheriting Seed of Abraham, the Pro- 
miſe, Grant or Covenant, which we inherit, 


muſt be the very fame with the Promiſe, Grant 


or Covenant made to him. And ſo the Apoſtle 


is molt evidently to be underſtood when he faith, 
Gal. iii. 29, If ye be of Chriſt, belong to his Church, 


or profeſs Faith in him, then are ye Abraham's 
Seed, and Heirs according 10 the Promiſe : the Pro- 
mile ; what Promiſe ? Anſwer ; molt certainly, 
the ſame Promiſe that is mentioned before, Ver. 
18. If the inheritance be of the Law, it is no more 


of Promiſe ; but God gave it [the Inheritance} to 


Abraham [a id his Heirs] by Promiſe, even by 


| that Promiſe which (Ver. 17.) She Law could not 


diſanul. It is therefore very certain, that the 
Promiſe, of which we are now Heirs under the 
Goſpel, is the ſame Promiſe which God made to 


Abrabam and to his Seed after him, Gen. xvii. 7. 
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tand in Cen. xvii. 4, evidently have relation to 


„ 

6. Again; the Apoſtle maintains, chat tha 
Promi ſe ts Abraham, and to his Seed was not through 
the Law, * iv. 13.) but by Faith, And why 
by Faith ? He giveth the Reaſon Ver. 16. There- 


fore it isof I vith, that it might be by Grace: to the 
end that the Promiſe might he ſure to all the Seed; 


not only to that Seed which is of the Law, name- 


ly, the Jews; but to that alſo which is of the Faith 


of Abraham, namely the believing Gentiles, or 
fuch of the Nations as we Chriſtians are. The 
Promiſe therefore, or Covenant made to Azgra- 
ham, is as ſure to us 20 who believe in Chriſt, 
as ever it was to the Jets, his natural Deſcen- 
dents. For upon the Principle of Faith, it is 
ſure to all the Seed, believing Gentiles, as well as 
believing Jets. But what is it, that, upon our 


Faith, 1s ſure to us now, under the Goſpel ? An- 
ſwer; the Bleſſings of the Covenant of Grace. 


Conſequently, the Covenant of Grace, in which 


we are now intereſted, and the Promiſe to Abra- 
ham, muſt be one and the ſame. For there 1s 


but one Covenant or Promiſe ſure to us upon our 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, Again; 

7. The Apoſtle argues, That PP in 
the Deſign and Intention of God, when the Co- 
yenant was made with him, ſtood before God, 


not in a lingle, perſonal Capacity, but as be Fa: 


ther, or Head, of us all; that is to ſay, of be- 
lieving Gentitcs as well as of the Jews. And he 
quotes the Words of God himſelf in Proof of 
this. Rom. iv. 16, 17. —who is the Father of us 
all, (as it is «written, I have made the a Father of 
many nations) before him, or in his account, hon 
fe believed, even God, &c. Which Words, 1 
have made thee a Father of many nations, as they 
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dhe Capacity in which Abraham ſtood before God, a 
3 when he made the Covenant with him. As for 4 
me, ſaith he, my covenant is with thee, and that | 
halt Je, with reſpect to this my Covenant, oa Fa- 
ther of many nations. Ver. 5. Neither ſhall thy | 
name any more be called Abram ; but thy name ſhall 4 
* be Abraham, for a Father of many FS have 1 
made thee, meaning all the Nations, which ſhould 
embrace the F aith of the Goſpel. Hence it fol- ; 
lows, according to St. Paul's Senſe and Mean- 
ing, that as Abraham ſtood before God, when 
the Covenant was made with him, as our Father 
and Head; fo we, in effect, ſtood before God in 
him : and the Promiſe, which was made to him, 
was, in effect, made to us alſo. Which Pro- 
miſe, then made to us in our Father Abraham, 
we now inherit through Jeſus Chriſt, and a _ 
feſſed Faith in him. 
8. Let us turn our Thoughts to Heb. vi. 13. 
&c. For when God made pi. omiſe to Abraham, be- 
cauſe he could fwear by no greater, he ſware by him- 
felf, Ver. 14. Saying, ſurely bleſſing, I will bleſs 
bee, and multiplyins I will multiply thee, &c, 
I herein God willing more abundantly to ſhew unto 
þ The heirs of promiſe the immutability of his counſel, 
confirmed it by an oath: that by two immutable 
things, [a Promiſe and an Oath} in which it was 
zmpoſſible for God to lie, wwe might have a ſtrong Con- 
ſolation, who have fled for refuge to lay bold upon „ 
the hope ſet before us. Here the Apoltle conſiders 
the promiſe as made, and ſolemnly confirmed to 
Abraham, (Gen. xxii. 16, 17, 18.) with a View 
to ſhew unto the 7eirs of 'the Promiſe the Certain- 
ty and Stability of God's gracious Purpoſe con- 
cerning our everlaſting Salvation ; that we, that 
all Chriſtians, might have ſtrong Conlolation i in 
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( 26 ) 
laying hold upon the Hope of eternal Life, 
which is ſet before us. Now I would fain know, 
what Right we have, or what Right any Chri- 
ſtians in the Apoſtle's Days had, to draw Conſo- 
lation, with regard to the Hope ſet before us, 
from the Promiſe made to Abraham, if that Pro- 
mile was not the ſame in Subſtance, with the 
Goſpel Covenant, which ſets before us the Hope 
of eternal Lite ? Surely, if we have a Right to 
derive ſtrong Conſolation from the Promiſe to 


: Abraham, in reference to the Hope of eternal 


Life, and as it is confirmed by a ſolemn Oath, 
then it muſt be true, that Chriltians are intereſt- 
ed in that Promiſe, and in the Security annexed 
to it : and that it doth contain the whole of the 
Goſpel Covenant; even the bleſſed and glorious 


Hope of eternal Life; and conſequently, all ſpi- 
ritual Bleſſings neceſſary to prepare us for it. 


Here note; That the Apoſtle conſiders the 
Covenant, at ſeveral times declared to Arabam, 
in the 12th, 17th and 22d Chapters of Gene/is, as 


being one and the ſame Covenant. For he ar- 
gues "from the ſeveral Declarations of the Cove- 
nant in thoſe Chapters, in the ſame Manner, 


and for the ſame Purpoles. And the repeted De- 
clarations of the ſame Promiſe, I ſuppole, is the 
Reaſon why the Apoſtle ſpeaks in the Plural, 
when he means only the Abrabamic Covenant; 


I[Epbeſ. ii. 12. Covenants of Promiſe, | for the be- 


lieving Gentiles had no Concern in any other Co- 
venant but that. 

9. Laſtly, let me open another View in which 
the Apoſtle repreſents this important Affair, 
Rom. xi. 17. And if ſome of the branches be broken 


off, and thou being @ wild olive tree wert grafted in 
amongſt them, and with them partakeſt of the root 


and 
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nnd fatneſs of the olive tree. The good olive tree, f 
(as it is called Ver. 24.) is the Church, or pecu- 1 
liar Kingdom of God; the Branches broken off, a 
are the unbelieving, rejected Jews; the wild x 
Olive grafted into the good Olive among the | 
Branches that were not broken off, are ourlclves, 
the idolatrous Gentiles, or Nations, who are ad- 
mitted into the Kingdom of God, out of which 
the unbelieving Jews were ejected. And where— 
as it is ſaid, that in this happy Situation we par- 
take of the Root and Fatnels of the good Olive, 
the plain Meaning is, that we are intereſted in all 
the Bleſſings and Privileges of the Abrabamic 
Covenant. For the Root of the good Olive is 
Abraham, upon whoſe Faith and Obedience the 
| peculiar Church and Kingdom of God was plant- 
„ed; and the Fatneſs, or Oil of the Olive Tree is 
the Covenant of Grace, made with him and his 
Seed; which like a generous Sap riſes into, and 
enlivens all the Branches, even thoſe of the wild 
Olive now ingrafted upon the good old Stock. 
Thus it is ſufficiently evident, beyond all 
doubt, that the Goſpel Covenant, which we are 
now under, is the ſame with the Abrahamic Co- 
venant, For the Goſpel was preached to Alra- 
ham when the Covenant, or Promiſe, was made 
to him. That Covenant was confirmed of God 
in Chriſt; and was never yet diſanulled. Through 
Chriſt the Bleſſing of Abraham is come on us , 
Gentiles ; by Faith in Chriſt we are the Sced, 
the Children of Abraham, inheriting the Promiſe 
made to him; that Promiſe is as ſure to us as to 
his natural Deſcendents, the Fews ; When the 
Covenant was made with Abraham, he ſtood be- 
fore God, not in a private Capacity, but as the 
Father of many Nations, as the Father of us all. 
| | We 
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We have all a Right to draw Conſolation and] 


Encouragement from the Promiſe to Abrahay, 


and from the ſolemn Oath of God, by which it Þ ? 


was confirmed. Laſtly, the Promiſe to Abra. 


ham is the Oil or Fatneſs of which we are Par- 
takers, as we are ingrafted into the good Olive Þ © 
Tree, the Church of God. All this gives me 


full Satisfaction, „That the Abrahamic Code 


& ant {till ſubſiſts in its full Force; and that it Þ 
ee js the ſame with the Goſpel Covenant, which! 
Hence we may MY 


ce we are now under.“ 
conclude, 


1. That Circumciſion was a Seal of the Co: EF 


venant of Grace, as it was a Seal of the Abra- 


hamic Covenant. Some aſſert, „that it was a ; 
<« Sign only of the Covenant of Peculiarity, and *& 
related only to the es inheriting the pro -· 


„ miſed Land, the Land of Canaan.“ But the 
Apoſtle Paul underſtood it otherwiſe; Rom. iv. 


11. And be, Abraham, received the Sign of Cir- 


cumciſion, a Seal, or Confirmation, of the Right- 


_ eonſneſs of FAITH, which Righteouſneſs, or 
Grant of Bleſſings, he had being yet uncircumciſed, 
that he might be the Father of all them that believe, 


though they be not circumciſed, that Righteouſne)s 


might be imputed to them alſo, as it was imputed 
to him. Here it is certain; that Abraham had 
Righteouſneſs, Juſtification, or a Grant of Blel- 
ſings, before he was circumciſed ; and it is evi- 
dent, that this Righteouſneſs was no other than 
the Promiſe or Covenant which God made with 
him; for it was oe Fart; a certain Mark of 
the Goſpel Covenant, which the Apoſtle always 


argues and ſtrenuouſiy maintains, both in Abra. 


hams Caſe and our own, is not of Works, but of 
8085 Again; wich reſpect to this Righteonſ- 


neſs, 


2 


B+ | ( 2 9 | ) 
| Ss, Abraham was the Father of all them that be- 
ſieve, though they be not circumciſed, that is to 


. Jay, the Father of us believing Gentiles. And to 1 
: this Righteouſneſs is imputed as well as unto 8 
bim. For the Apoſtle tells us below, Ver. 23, bl 
: 24. that it was not written for his ſake alone, that y 
„ % was imputed to him, but for us alſo, to whom it 9 
Pall be imputed, if we believe on him that raiſed up n 
. Jieſus from the dead. Now, the Righteoulnels, a [ 
or Grant of Bleſſings, with reſpect to which A- I 
| Jraham is our Father, and which is imputed to 1 
/ us, as well as to him, is doubtleſs no other than bf 
„the Covenant of Grace, as we have proved. But 1 
„ Circumciſion was the Seal or Confirmation of 8 
2 this Righteouſneſs, or Grant of Bleſſings. And 5 
iÞ therefore it 1s certain, that Circumciſion was a q 
„J Leal, not of the Covenant of Peculiarity only, j 
e or of the Grant of the Land of Canaan; but al- 0 
„ ſo, and at the ſame time, of the Covenant of - 2v 
„ Grace, even of that Covenant in which we now 4 
„ and. St. Paul indeed tells the Galatians, Chap. 1 
„ . 2, 4, that F they were circumciſed Chriſt would . 
piroſit them nothing; and that they were faln 3 
: | from Grace. But this is not to be underitood ab- 4 
| ſolutely; as if being circumciſed was, in itſelf, 9 
1 | inconſiſtent with Goſpel Grace, and an Intereſt = 
F in it: For then, Chriſt, or Goſpel Grace, could 5 


. not have profited any of the circumcited Jeu, 
who believed in Chriſt; no, nor the Apoſtle him- 


b ſelf, who was circumciſed. This Paſſage there- ty 

" | fore mult be underſtood according to the Senſe 

0 and Principles of the Judaigers, who inſiſted, 5 A 
: 5 that the Gentile Converts ſhould be circumciſed af, 9 
„ee the manner of Moſes, Thoſe Converts had = 
| been baptized after the Manner, or Rule, % 5 
: | by which Abraham was circumciſed : but this : 
a 5 8 | would 
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would not do; they mult alſo be circumciſed af. 
ter the Manner of Moſes ; that is to ſay, fo as to 
bring themſelves under the Law of Meſes, both! 
ceremonial and damnatory. Upon which Prin. Þ 
ciple, they muſt fall from Grace, and Chriſt! 
would profit them nothing. It would have beer, 
as if a condemned Felon ſhould chooſe to put Þ 
himſelf under the Law, which condemns him; ! 
rather than accept the Grace of the King, who : 
is willing to pardon him. ; 
2. As the foregoing Conſiderations do demon 
ſtrate, that the Goſpel Covenant, or Grant, ; 
comprehended in thoſe very extenſive Promiſes to 


Abraham, IN THY SEED SHALL ALL THE NATIONS HB 
OF THE EARTH BE BLESSED; and, I WILL BE za 


God uxTo THEE, it follows; that thoſe Promi. 
ſes, (however imperfectly underſtood by thy 


Jews, under their leſſer Degree of Light,) do 1 


include all the Bleſſings, that are freely beſtowed Þ i 


upon us in the Goſpel, as they are diſplayed a: FE 


large by our Lord and his Apoſtles : namely, : 


„An Intereſt in all the Perfections of God, a EF 
« our God, Father and Friend; in the Care * 5 
& Protection of his Providence, and in all the! 


« Proviſion made by his Wiſdom and Goodneß Þ 
„ for our eternal Salvation; namely, our Elec. 
« tion, our High-calling to the Kingdom and! 
« Glory of God, our Adoption, the Miſſion, 


« Exaltation and Interceſſion of Chriſt ; Freedom 


« of Acceſs to the Throne of Grace, the Remit Þ 
« ſion of Sin, Aſſurance of Acceptance; the In. 
« ſtructions of God's Word, the Benefit and 
« Comfort of his Ordinances, the Aſſiſtances of 
„ his holy Spirit; the Reſurrection from the! 
% Dead, and the Inheritance of eternal Life; and 
c any other Benefits and Advantages we enjoy 

„ througi Þ 
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« through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” Bleſſings 


infinitely great, far above all the Glories, Trea- 


ſures, Honours and Delights of this World : 
and, when we have gained a juſt Senſe of them, 
and have faithfully improved them, will be the 
Admiration and Joy of our preſent Life, and 
our unſpeakable Felicity in that which is to come. 
Bleſſings, which God alone can beſtow ; and he 
alone can inform us whether or no he will beſtow 
them. The whole of our Exiſtence is in his 
Hands, and, as he thinks fit, he may ſink or 
raiſe, increaſe or diminiſh, prolong or cut ir 
ſhort. Therefore, though we may form Conjec- 
tures, yet God alone can certainly inform us, 
what his Deſigns and Intentions are concerning 


our Being. And as we have all ſinned, and come 
mort of the Glory of God, this mult neceſſarily 
tender our Expectations of Happineſs much 
more uncertain and precarious, even ſuppoſing 

we are ſenſible of our Guilt, and ſorry for it. 
For how can we be ſure, that the Sovereign will 
| pardon Sin? How ſhall we know in what Way, 
upon what Terms, or in what Degree, i. e. how 
far he will pardon it? Will he extend our Life no 
further than the narrow Limits of this prelent 
Time? Or ſhall we receive it again from his 
Hands in ſome future State? In what State? In 
what Circumſtances ? For what Length of Du— 
ration? for ever, or only for a limited Veriad ? 
| Theſe are Enquiries in which, above all others, 
| ve ſhould be deſirous to be ſatisfied. But here 
all the Wiſdom in the World cannot help us out. 
No Reaſon, no Thought, no S-gacity of Man, 
can poſſibly penetrate into the Counſel of God's 


Will, with reſpect to our forfeited Being. He 
alone muſt inform and ſatisfy us in the foremen- 
| ONE tioned 
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En 
tioned Points. For they are all lodged entirely 
in his own Breaſt. — And hath the Sovereign 
Lord of all informed us ? — Yes; bleſſed be his 
holy Name, he hath.—Where has he informed us? 
In the Covenant of Grace; which is the ſame 


as a Dced of Giit, or a Grant of Favours and 


Bleſſings from God. There he hath declared 
and aſſured, greatly to our Comfort and Joy, 
what Mercy he will ſhew ; what Advantages, 
Honours and Enjoyments his Munificence will 
beſtow ; and what his Will and Pleaſure is in 
relation to our Being and Felicity; where, and 


how, and how long it is his Pleaſure we ſhould 
live. Therefore, this Covenant of Grace, or 


Deed of Gift, is of infinite Importance to every 


Soul of us; of as much Importance as our very 


Life and Being, under the Advantage of being 

raiſed to a very high Degree of Perfection; for 
it is giving us our r Being over again, with very 
great, and indeed unconceivable additional Bleſ- 
ſings, by an expreſs and ſolemn Grant. It is the 
magna carts of our Exiſtence and Happineſs in 
the World of Glory to all Eternity. It is the 
great Subject of Revelation; the Goſpel, the 


good News from Heaven, which Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord came into the World to publiſh ; the 
eV Teſtament, or that molt excellent Deed of 
Gift, which he confirmed and ſealed with his 
own Blood; and of which he is the Mediator, 
Agent or Negociator ; This Covenant is the glad 


5 Tidings of Salvation, which the Apoſtles preach- 


ed to the Nations; it is the Day- ſpring from on 
High, which has viſited us Gentiles, who ſat in 


Darkneſs and the Shadow of Death, S rangers to 


the Covenants of Promiſe, having no hope, and with- 
out God in the world. This is the Love of God, 


the 
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(33) 
the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt. To keep 4 
Senſe of this alive upon our Hearts is the Deſign 
of all Goſpel Inſtitutions; and not without Rea- 


' ſon; for this is the very Baſis and Ground of all 


our Life and Hope, of all our Purity and Peace, 
Comfort and Joy ; without which both this, and 
the other World are Error and Confuſion, Dark- 
neſs and Death. 

VI. And all this Bleſſedneſs our God and Fa- 
ther of his mere Grace hath beſtowed upon us 


as freely and generouſly as he hath given us our 


Breath and Being, the Light of the Sun, and the 
common Accommodations of this preſent Life. 
It is an entailed Inheritance, which, by a ſolemn 
Grant, he has annexed to our Being, and to 
which we have a Right as Heirs to an entailed E- 
ſtate: a Right which, in itſelf, comes to us 
clear, full and certain by the Free-Giit of God 
and therefore is the Object of the ſtrongeſt Faith 
and Aſſurance. It is our Birthright (Heb. xi. 
16, 17.) to which we and our Children were 
born; and to which we have a Right as ſoon as 
born, For the Goſpel-covenant made with A- 
braham, was not only made with him, bur alſo 
with his Seed for ever. It was a Grant to him 
and his Heirs, inſomuch that every one of his 
Heirs had a virtual Right at the time when the 
Grant was made, and an dual Right to the 
Bleſſings of it ſo ſoon as they came into Being. 
And therefore his Heirs are to be conſidered as 
Parties in the Covenant as well as himſelf. But 
this Point will be better underſtood if we premiſe 
a few Reflections upon the Capacity of Infants, 
e the Nature of Covenant-bleſſings conveyed to 
them. = 
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1. As to the Capacity of Infants, the com- 
mon Senſe and Practice of all Mankind agree 
and allow, that Infants are as capable of ſome 
Rights as adult Perſons themſelves. That Pri- 
vileges and Immunities may be granted to Heits 
and Deſcendents for ever is univerſally known 
and conſeſſed. The great Charter of England, 


made and confirmed about five hundred years 


ago, at that Diltance of Time gave and convey- 
ed to us the national Privileges and Liberties we 
now enjoy, and to which we every one had a 
Right the very Moment we breathed in Engliſh 


Air. In the ſame Manner, Bleſſings and Privi- 
leges of a ſpiritual Nature might be conveyed by 
the Covenant with Abraham. For it was not a 


Compact or Agreement between Parties preſent, 
mutually conſenting and reſtipulating upon cer- 
tain Terms and Conditions: but it was a Deed 
of Gift, from the ſole Favour and Bounty of 


God ; which, therefore, would have been valid 


to all the Parties, had they all been, at that 
time, ignorant of it. So the Covenant, or 
Grant to Noah, already mentioned, is valid, not 
only to all Mankind, but alſo to every living crea- 


ture of all fleſh, fewls, cattel, and beaſts of the 


earth; “* which neither are, nor can be acquant- 
ed wich it. It is here, as in the Caſe of a T4. 
ment, or Will; F where the Right of Legatees is 
good and valid, though the Legacies were be- 


queathed without their Knowledge or Privity. 


Conſequently, Infants may have a Right and In- 


_ tereſt in Covenant- Bleſſings; and alſo, may have 


that Right and Intereſt recognized and confirm- 


ed, even while they are Infants, as God ſhall 
pleaſe to appoint. 


2, But 
Gen. ix. 9, 10. 3 Heb. ix. 15, 16, 17. 
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2, But it may be ſaid z © Doth not a Grant of 
<« Bleſſings from God neceſſarily infer Obliga- 
« tions to Duty on our Part? And can any Per- 
&« not acknowledge and conſent to thoſe Obliga- 
tions? But Infants cannot ſignify their Aſſent 
to, or Compliance with Obligations of any 
« kind : How then can Infants have a Share in 
“ Covenant-Bleflings ?? I anſwer; that it is 
very true, that a Grant of Bleſſings from God 
_ doth neceſſarily infer Obligations to Duty on our 

Part. But then, thoſe Obligations are not prior, 
but conſequential to a free Grant of Bleſſings, The 
Bleſſings are granted freely without requiring, 


< 
ce 


before they were granted, any Aſſent, on our 


Part, to Obligations. So God hath freely be- 
ſtowed upon us all the great Blefling of a ra- 
tional Nature, without any previous Knowledge 
of ours, and therefore, without expecting any 

Aſſent of ours to Obligations prior to the Dona- 
tion of even ſo noble a Gift. But when this Gift 
is once beſtowed, and we have received it, in 
Conſequence of ſuch a high Favour and Bleſſing, 
we are, by the Nature of the Gift, brought un- 
der the ſtrongeſt Obligations to improve it, as 
ſoon as we are capable, to the Honour of our 


Creator, by living agreeably to the Laws and 


Dignity of a rational Nature, In the very ſame 
manner, as an Infant receiveth from God a ra- 
tional Nature; ſo he may receive from God, by 
his Free-Gift, any additional, extraordinary Blet- 
ings relating to the Cultivation, Advancement 

end Happineſs of that ſame Nature, without any 
_ Acknowled>ment of, or Conſent to Obligations, 
previouſly to the Donation of thoſe Bleſſings. 
But having been actually inveſted in ſuch extra- 


C 2 ordinary 


& ſon have a Part in thoſe Bleſſings, who doth 
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4 6 
ordinary and additional Bleſſings, he muſt, when 
capable of Reflection, be conſequentially obliged 
to be thankful for them, and to live agreeably to 
them. Otherwiſe, he cannot have a final, and 
everlaſting Intereſt in them. For this Reaſon, 
the forementioned Bleſſings of the Goſpel, or of 
the Covenant of Grace, as they are freely pro- 
miſed, granted and given, and ſo far as Infants 
may be ſuppoſed to have an Intereſt in them, 
muſt be conſidered, as they are plainly enough 
conſidered in the holy Scriptures, * as antecedent, 
original Bleſſings ; or as preſent Encouragements 
and Privileges, as Principles, Means and Motives; 
which are to be underſtood, carefully attended 
to, and faithfully improved by us to the purifying. 


1 of our Hearts, and the right ordering of our 
A Lives and Converſations. Otherwiſe we loſe the 
Benefit of them, and ſhall fail of eternal Salva- * 
9 tion. God's Love and Goodneſs always begins 
i with us; ＋ as it naturally and neceſſarily mult, 
"i As we are Men, we can have no natural Powers, 
* or Advantages of any Kind, but what he is 
2 pleaſed firſt, and of his mere Liberality to be- 
5 ſtow. As we are Sinners, we can have no Hope, 
no Salvation, but what he is pleaſed firſt, and of 
. his pure Mercy to provide, grant and aſſure. 
Wl And as an Infant, by the original Gift of God, 
hi | hath a Right to the Faculties and common Pri- 
'* vileges of a Man; which, if he lives, he is 
.M bound to improve to the Glory of God, and his 


own Felicity : ſo an Infant, by the original Gift 
of God, may haye 1 the lame Right ro the 


Bleſſings 


* 1 John iv. 10, 19. 


I See my Key to the Apoſtolic Writings, Chap. VI, VII, 
1 168, 169, &c. 
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couragements and Privileges, as Principles, Means 
and Motives; which, if he lives, he is bound to 
improve to the Honour of God, and his own 
everlaſting Welfare, | 

And that, in fact, Abraham's natural Seed; 
or that Infants deſcending from him, in the Line 
of Election,“ had a Right and Claim to the 


Bleſſings of the Covenant, included in that 


immenſe Promiſe, I will be a God unto thee, 
&c. as well as Abraham himſelf, is undeniably 
evident from the expreſs Words of the Covenaar, 
Gen. xvil. 7. I will eftabliſh my Covenant between 
me and thee, and thy Seed after thee in their Gene- 
rations, for an everlaſting Covenant; to be a God 


unto thee, and to thy Seed after thee. It is alſo 


evident from Circumciſion, the Token, Seal or 
Confirmation of the Covenant, as it was applied 
to every Male Infant, in every Family, in every 
Generation ; whereby the Intereſt of every ſuch 
Infant in the Covenant of Grace was denoted, 


declared and aſſured. Circumciſion, which was 


a Seal or Confirmation to Abraham of the Goſpel 
Covenant, or of the Righteouſneſs, Juſtification, 
or Grant of Bleſſings, which he had conferred 


upon him, through Faith, before he was circum- 


ciſed; (Kom. iv. 11.) was alſo a Seal, or Con- 
firmation of the ſame Goſpel Covenant, or Grant 
of Bleſſings, to all his Polterity, as ſoon as they 
came into Life, for about two thouland Years, 
till the Mefiah came. And when the Meſſiah 
was come, he publiſhed, and with his Blood ra- 
| C2 | tihed, 


Note: the peculiar Privileges of the 4brahamic Covenant 
did not immediately deſcend to every Branch of Abraham's 
natural Seed, but only to that Branch, for which God, in his 
Purpoſe of Election, deſigned them: as the Apoſtle well ar- 
gues in Rom. ix. 7, &e. 


Bleſſings of the Goſpel, conſidered as preſent Eu- 
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tified, no other but the Abrabamic Covenant, of 
which Circumciſion had ſo long been the Seal, as 
we have already proved. Every one therefore 
who embraced the- Goſpel, which Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles preached, was taken into the Arabamic 
Covenant: and if ſo, certainly their Seed, or 
Children, were alſo taken into the ſame Cove- 
nant with them. For the Abrahamic Covenant, 
into which they were certainly taken, mult be ta 
them and their Seed, as well as to Abraham and 
his Seed. Otherwiſe, they could not have been 


Heirs according to the Promiſe made to Abrahom, 
as the Apoſtle expreſsly affirms they were, Gal. 


u. 29. If ye be Chriſt's, or of Chriſt, i. e. if ye 
be his profeſſed Diſciples, hen are ye Abraham's 
Seed, and Heirs according to the Promiſe, made to 
him and his Seed. Conſequently, according to 
the Rule and Tengr of that Promiſe, it is entail- 


ed upon us Chriſtians ; and our Seed are Heirs 


of the Bleſſin 
Seed was, 
Beſides, the original Covenant with Abraham 


g in the ſame Manner as Abraham's 


was never yet diſanulled. Even the Law, in its 
on Nature, directly oppoſite to it, could not 
diſanul it, as we have already ſeen ; and how 


then ſhould the Goſpel, the Diſpenſation of 
Grace, diſanul it? It was, when originally made 


with Abraham, confirmed of God in, or unto, 
_ Chris. Therefore Chriſt could not diſanul it 


without contradicting himſelf, and diſanulling 
kis own Conſtitution. There was indeed a Change 
of Diſpenſation when Chriſt, the Melſab, came; 
and the Teſtament, or Covenant, of which he 
was the Miniſter, was the new Teftament in his 
Blood x not as if it never before exiſted; but as 
it was more clearly and fully explained, by 1 

| | the 
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( 39 ) 
the illuſtrious Diſplays of divine Grace, and 
ſtript of all the Jewiſh Peculiarities annexed to 
the former Edition of it. Circumciſion, in par- 
ticular was abrogated, at leaſt to the Gentile Con- 
verts: but that did not abrogate, nor in the leaſt 
alter or affect the Covenant itſelf, Becauſe Cir- 
cumciſion was no Part of the Covenant; but on- 
ly a Sign, or Token of it: and a new Token 
might be appointed, without the leaſt Change in 
the Covenant itſelf. The Abrahamic Covenant 
never was, nor can be diſanulled. But if our 
Seed were now excluded from the Bleſſings and 
Promiſes of it, the Covenant would be diſanulled 
to them, as much as it would have been to Ma- 
bam, and his natural Deſcendents, had either He 
or they bcen afterwards excluded out of it. It 
would have been a cutting off of the Entail, 
_ eſtabliſhed by the Promiſe and Oath of God; 
and % far, a reſcinding of the Covenant itſelf. 
Which is abſurd. poets 
Further; It the Children of Chriſtians are not 
now taken into Covenant with their Parents, it 
is worſe with them ſince the coming of Chriſt, 
in reſpect to their Seed, than it was before : and 
the Church of God, inſtead of being a Gainer, 
would, in this reſpect, have been a Loſer by the 
Coming of Chriſt; and the Grace of God, and 
the Bleſſings of his Covenant, would have been 
leſs aſſured, and leſs extenſive to us under the 
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Goſpel, than it was before to the Fews. And 5 
thoſe Fews, who then embraced the Goſpel, 4 
finding the ancient and invaluable Grant ſo al- f 


tered, that God indeed was heir God, but not 
the God of their Children, could not but fee 

themſelves in a more diſcouraging, and under a 

leſs gracious Diſpenſation than before. Their 


Ee Chil- 


( 40 ) 
Children would not have been admitted into the 
Kingdom and Church of God upon Earth, nor 


conſidered as ſharing with them in the Honours 


and Privileges thereof, but as being Aliens and 
Strangers to the Covenant of Grace, and in the 
fame dark and uncomfortable State with the 
Heathen, the uncircumciſed and wunclean. This 
mult have been a very obvious and ſtrong Ob- 
jection againſt the Goſpel Diſpenſation; which 
the unbelieving Jews could not but have ob- 
ſerved, and which they would not have failed to 
have improved againſt it. But there is not the 
leaſt Hint or Intimation of this in any Part of 
the Apoſtolic Hiſtory or Writings. We may 
therefore aſlure ourſelves, that the unbelieving 
Jews, the bittereſt Enemies to the Goſpel, and 
who kept a watchful Eye upon the Apoſtles, 
and their Doctrine, and Practice, could find no 
| Handle againſt it in this Reſpect ; and that the 
believing Jew found both himſelf and his Seed 
inciuded in the Covenant as before, and poſſeſſed 
of even greater ſpiritual Advantages and En- 
couragements. 5 | 

But here it may be urged and inſiſted, * That 
ve produce expreſs Scripture Evidence for the 
“ Covenant-Right of Infants now under the 
“ Goſpel, where is it ever ſaid in all the zew 
„ Teftament, that the Infants of Believers are 
born with a Right to Covenant-Bleſſings ? And 
„ ſhajil we be wiſe above what is written?“ I 


2 


anſwer; if the new Teſtament were wholly ſilent 


upon this Head, this, inſtead of being an Argu— 
ment againſt, would be a good Argument for 
the Covenant-Right of our Infants; and the 
proper Demand is not, Where are they ſaid in the 
new Tejrament to be admitted? But, Where are they 

i 


—_ Sl. SS. 


4, *. 
ES 
3 

* 
* 


En) 

in the new Teflament ſaid to be excluded? For if 
they are in the new Teſtament no where excluded, 
It is certain they are admitted; ſince it is evident 
from the Scriptures of the od Teftament, that 
they were comprehended in the original Grant to 


Abraham, which is the ſame as the Goſpel Grant 


or Covenant, declared by our Lord and his A- 
poſtles in the new Teſtament, and continued ſo 
for about two thouſand years. Therefore the 
proper Queſtion is, When were they caſt out of the 
Goſpel Covenant? And ſuppoſing the new Jeſta- 
ment to be entirely ſilent, the true Anſwer, for 
that very Reaſon, is, Never. They were ne- 
ver caſt out, nor ever can be; as that original 
Grant never was, nor ever can be diſanulled. We 


| want no expreſs Command in the new Teſtament 
to admit Infants into the Covenant of Grace: for 


their Admittance was expreſsly ſettled and con- 


| firmed of God in, or unto, Chriſt, long before 


Chriſt came into the World. And if it had been 
his Mind and Meaning, when he came into the 


E World, That Infants, who had fo long in every 
Family of the Jewiſh Nation been ſolemnly re- 
garded as Members of God's Church, and Par- 


ties in his Covenant of Grace; ſhould then be 


z deprived of that Privilege, and be unchurched and 
F uncovenanted for the tuture, to the End of the 


World, he ſhould, and certainly would have 
told us ſo, in Terms the moſt clear and expreſs, 
But as he has not done this, nor indeed could do 
it, their Right ſtill remains good and firm. And 
the very Silence of the new Teſtament, were it 
altogether ſilent, is a Proof of this. For had 
our Lord revoked the Covenant Intereſt of In- 


iants, is it poſſible the Scripture ſhould never | 


mention it? no Apoſtle queſtion, or diſcover 
> . | it ? 
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( 42 ) 


it? None of the Jews, who had been fo long in 


Poſſeſſion of it, and among whom every Man, 
by the Appointment of God, carried a Token of 
it in his own Body, ever object or remonſtrate 
againſt the Goſpel on this Account? They were 
heinouſly offended merely at laying down the uſe 
of the old Seal of the Covenant, Circumciſion, 
in the Caſe of only the Gentile Converts : and 


would they not have been much more diſguſted, 

and have opened more loudly againſt the total 
| uncovenanting of their own Children, which 
| mult be vaſtly more diſagreeable, than only lay- 


ing aſide the old Seal; and that only to the Gen- 
tiles ? Had Children been cut off from their an- 


cient Right, ſurely it would have been one of the 


greateſt Queſtions in the Apoſtle's Days, and 
would have been as clearly decided as the Que. 
ſtion about Circumciſion, Aus XV. And yet 


we never find the leaſt Word, or Syllable of an 


Objection upon this Head. The believing 
Jews never once ſcruple it; the unbelieving ne- 
ver charge it upon the Goſpel; the famous Coun- 
cil, As XV, take no manner of Notice of it. 


And what can the Meaning of this profound Si- 


lence be? The Meaning is evident; becauſe the 


Thing, eſpecially where both Parents were Chri. 


ſtians, was never denied, doubted or queſtioned ; 


but was allowed, granted and acknowledged on 


all Hands, In ſhort; the Right of Infants to 
the Bleſſings of the Covenant of Grace, is ſolidly 
proved from the Scriptures of the old Teſtament : 
and the true Queſtion is, when were they ſtruck 
out of the Covenant? When was their Right 
and. Privilege revoked? When was the great 


Charter of Heaven (delivered and ſealed to Abre- 


ham) altered, or reſcinded in this reſpect ? Aw 


1 E 
ue true Anſwer is, NevzR ; nor ever will, 14 
er can be. | as = 

But the Demand of plain Scripture Evidence, 


b In this particular Caſe, reaches further, [og 
„ touch deeper, than one would, at firlt, in. 110, 
c It ſuppoſes, that we can have no Evidciico 1 
? 28 


J this Point, but from the new Teſtament, 31: 
. | pew Teſtament is detached and ſeparated fro 
' | tie Old, as a Conſtitution entirely new, and 
M quite diſtinct and different from it. Ihat we 
tan prove little or nothing about the Covenant 
„ek Grace from the old Teſtament ; which is 
conſidered as ſuperſeded and abrogated by che 
he New, and of no Force, nor Weight, in explain- 
ing the Goſpel, or the Goſpel Conſtitution of 
the Kingdom of God. And therefore, every 


e- MW. - 5 3 
8 thing relating to the Abrabamic Covenant, is di- 
8 miniſhed, and accounted of no Force or Senſe 
ne equal to the Nature of the Subject. But this is a 
"0 


great Miſtake z and doubtleſs the Ground of all 
the Uncertainty in ſome, as well as of all the 
Error in others, about the preſent Intereit of Ju- 
Pants in the Covenant of Grace, The old Te- 
ſtament is either overlooked, or conſidered as of 
115 no Weight in ſettling of Goſpel Principles. 
Whereas, on the other Hand, the old Teita- 
ment is eſſentially neceſſary to the Explication of 
Goſpel Principles, which we can never fully un- 
derſtand, unleſs we underſtand the natural and 
ndiſſoluble Connection between the two Diſpen- 
ations, which were both formed by the Wiſdom 
of God, to carry on the ſame great Deſign, from 
the Beginning of the World. For Chriſt verily 
was fore-ordained before the foundation of the world, 
Andltkough he was not manifeſted till in the laſt times. 
Ihe New Teſtament therefore is not a Diſpenta- 
tion 
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tion entirely new, quite ſeparate from, and inde: ]! 
<ndent of the preceding Diſpenſation; but it ; 
the Continuation, and further Illuſtration of it, 
Nor doth it reveal another and different Cove- 
nant ; but the ancient Covenant, made in Chr: 
with Abraham, more clearly explained, and till 
more ſtrongly enforced. To ſee clearly the Har- 
mony and Correſpondence between the two Dit- 
penſations, the Apoſtles by the Spirit, poured 
out upon them, received the Word of Know- 
ledge, * And by the Inſpiration and teaching of 
this Spirit, they always explain, prove and eſta- 
bliſh every Goſpel Principle. Eſpecially, in re. 
lation to the Rights and Privileges of us Gentile- 
Chriſtians, they always do argue, as we have al 
ready ſeen, from the old Teſtament, and the 
Abrahamic Covenant; for they had indeed no 
other Scriptures to argue from. And doubtlel;, 
had this Point ever been queſtioned in their 
Times, they would have argued from the old 
Teſtament juſt as we do: for we argue preciſely 
upon their Principles. The old Teſtament was 
the only Scriptures which our Lord expounded e 
to his Diſciples, when he ſhewed them the Things d 
relating to himſelf, Luke xxiv. 27. And beginn W 1 
at Moſes, and all the Prophets, he expounded i»  n 
them in all the Scriptures, the things concerning bin- t 
| ſelf. Thele are the Scriptures which he exhorteth 
the Zewws to ſearch, and declares that they are Ib 
that teſtiſy of him. + Therefore, Evidence, drawn 
from the Scriptures of the old Teſtament, is both 
neceſſary and ſufficient to eſtabliſh our Senti- 
ments 
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ddents of the Goſpel, even ſuppoſing the New 
Teſtament upon ſome Points were altogether ſi- 
ent, For it was no ways neceſlary to repete and 
particularly inculcate, what was clearly declared 
and eſtabliſhed before. However, the new 
Teſtament is not altogether ſilent upon the pre- 
ſent Subject, the Covenant-Right of Infants, 
For, beſides the Evidence already produced, 
dur Lord declares of little Children, that of ſuch 
& the Kingdom of Heaven; owning and bleſling 
them as Members of his Church and Kingdom. 
And the Apoſtle alſo affirms, in a Cale, where 
| the Covenant-Right of Infants might be doubt- 
| ful, that the Children, even where only one of 
the Parents is a Chriſtian, are %. | The Caſe 
vas this: when either the Huiband or Wife was 
a Heathen, and the other a Chriſtian, the Chri- 
| ftian might be unwilling to cohabit with the 
| Heathen, through an Apprehenſion, that ſuch 
| Cohabitation would be prejudicial to the Cove- 
nant-Right, or Chriſtian Privileges of their Off- 
E fpring. You need not, faith the Apoſtle, be 
E ſcrupulous on this Account: For the unbelieving, 
or Heathen, Huſband is ſanctiſed, or to be conſi- 
fered as a Chriſtian, with reſpect to his Iſſue, 3) 
| the wife, and the unbelieving wife, in like man- 
der, is ſanGified by the Huſband : if it were not fo, 
| the Children of ſuch Parents would indeed Je un- 
tlean, or in the State of Heathens, Strangers to 
God's Covenant; but now are they holy, or born 
Members of the Chriſtian Church; ho, in the 
game Senſe in which the Scripture repreſents the 
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Iſraelites 


Mat. xix. I 4. 


= + 1 Cir. vii. 14. See Mr, Locke's Paraphraſe upon 
bl, Teint. 


1 


Ifraelites and their Children to be hoh, as they 
were God's People, and intereſted in the Cove. 
nant of his Grace. I do not ſee how it is poſſi- 
bie any other Meaning ſhould be given to this 
xpreſſion. Hence I infer, (1.) That Chriſtians 
in the Apoſtolic Times, had a Senſe of the cove. 
nant Privileges of their Children, and were 
_ thoughtful about them. (2.) That where both 
Parents were Chriſtians, the Chriſtian State, or 
Covenant-Right of their Children was not que- 
ſtioned. (3.) That, even when either of the 
Parents were Heathen, it was the Apoſtle's Sense, 
that, notwithſtanding, the Covenant-Right i 
the Children was not affected by it, but remained 
good and ſure. From this Paſſage it appears to 
me, that the Apoſtle judged the Children o- 
_ Chriſtians to be in Covenant with God, in the 
fame Manner as the Children of Hraelites had be. 
fore been, as clearly and fully as if he had wrote 
a whole Volume to aſſert and prove it. 

But it may be further urged, That Faith 
ce and Repentance are expreſsly required of tho 
e that under the New Teſtament are taken into 
the Goſpel Covenant. Now, as Infants can 
«© neither belizve nor repent, they cannot be ta- 
« ken into it, or intereſted in it.“ I anſwer, 
This Objection would be valid, if we either at 
firmed or ſuppoſed, That Infants were, or migit 
be the firſt in a Family, to whom the Grant oi 
Conveyance is made. But, in this Caſe, In- 
fants cannot be the .it in a Family, that have 
a Covenant Right. For if we Chriſtians 7 
Heirs accerding to the Promiſe made to Abrahan, 


as the Apoſtle aſſures us we are,“ then we ans 
gu 


4 


* 


* Gal. lil, 29. 


W 

our Seed muſt inherit the Promiſe, by the ſame 
Rule, and in the ſame Order, as Abrabam and 
his Seed. By which Rule and Order, Parents 


who believe muſt be firſt in the Covenant, and 
the Childrens Right muſt reſult from the Right 


of ſuch Parents. Abraham believed God ; and 
God made the Promiſe to him and his Secd alter 
him: and fo, his infant Seed, in every riſing 
Generation, were circumciſed in Token of their 
inheriting the Promiſe from him. And, agrec- 
ably to this Rule and Order, during the Mofaical 


Diſpenſation, every Proſelyte from among the 
Heathen mult proteſs Faith in the true God, and 


Subjection to his Government, betore he could 
be circumciſed, or taken into the Covenant. 
But when He, the firſt in the Family, was ſo ta- 
ken into the Covenant, his infant Seed, in fol- 
lowing Generations, was circumciled, in Token 
of their Right, derived from their Parents and 
from Abraham. So alſo, by the ſame Rule and 
Order, when the Apoſtles preached the Goſpe! 
among the Gentiles, or Nations, all the #-/+ 
Converts muſt believe, and renounce Idolatry, 
before they could be taken into the Chriſtian 
Church and Covenant of God. And when any 


of the Jews were admitted into the Meſſiah's 


Kingdom, they mult profeſs Faith in him, and 
Subjection to his Government. This was a Qua- 
lifcation as neceſſary, as that a Man ſhould have 
Eyes to enjoy the Beneſit of the Sun. For what 


Advantage could the Goſpel be to thoſe, who 


had no Notion, Intention or Deſire relating to it? 
And, obſerve, it is of thoſe firſt Converts alone, 


the firſt in a Family, who embraccd the Gol- 


pel, of whom the Scripture ſpeaks, when it 
makes Faith and Repentance neceſſary to their 
| Right 
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Right and Admittance into the Church and Co- 


venant : “ nor is there any one ſingle Inſtance to 


be found in Scripture of any but ſuch.” But 
then the Right of Inheritance immediately re- 
ſulted and devolved to their Children from the 
Right of their Parents, according to the known 


Rule and Order of the Promiſe, in which God 


made over himſelf to be their God, and the God 
of their Seed ; as he had done to Abraham, and 
his Seed. Nor indeed is there any one Inſtance 
to be found in Scripture to the contrary, But 


to proceed.” © - 


The Right and Intereſt of Infants in the Cove- 
nant being thus eſtabliſhed, we may now advance 
to the Inference which naturally reſults from it; 
namely, „That the baptizing of ſuch Infants is 


35 


«' a warrantable Practice.” But here it is pro- 


per to premiſe a few general Remarks concerning 
the Nature of Baptiſm. As : 


1. That Baptiſm is a Token or Sign of the 
Covenant, or Grant of Bleſſings in Chriſt ; and 
nothing but a Token or Sign, When we are 


baptized into the Name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, that Action doth not give us an In- 
tereſt or Right in Covenant-Bleſſings, but only 
ſignifies and declares the Intereſt and Right we 


already have in the Love of God, the Grace of 
Chriſt, and the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt ;, or 
in all Covenant-Bleſſings. Even as Circumci- 
ſion was a Seal of that Righteouſneſs, or Grant 


of Favours, which Abraham had before he was 


circumciſed. Ir is the Promiſe, which giveth the 


Right; and the Seal, or Token, confirms it. 
Therefore, thoſe Expreſſions, Be baptized for, 


or into, the Remiſfion of Sins; * be baptized ans 
| : waſh 
Acts ii. 38. 
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waſh dteay thy Sins, + cannot be underſtood as if 


the mere Act of waſhing, or baptizing, removed 
the Guilt, or procured the Pardon of Sin : but 
only that it ſignified, that Sin was waſhed away, 


or pardoned, by the Mercy of God, to ſuch as 


did ſincerely repent ; yet ſo, that it any Perſon 
had refuſed to have been baptized, it could not 
have been ſuppoſed that their Profeſſion, or Re- 


pentence, was ſincere 3 nor, conſequently, that 


their Sins were forgiven. Conſequently, I re- 

mark, Big | . 
2. That Baptiſm doth not bring the Perſon 

baptized under new Obligations to Duty, but 


only ſignifies the Obligations which the Love and 


Goodneſs of God have already brought him un- 
der. In ſhort, Baptiſm doth not make any Al- 
teration in the religious State of the Perſon bap- 
tized ; but only ſignifies and declares that State 


of Favour, in which he is already placed by the 


free Gift of God in CHriſt. . N 

3. Baptiſm is now the initiating Ordinance, 
as Circumciſion had been before: that is to ſay, 
it is the Ordinance that is adminiſtred to a Per- 
ſon at his firſt Entrance into the Church and 
Kingdom of God; the firſt viſible Pledge and 
Token of God's Love, aſſuring him of his Inte- 
reſt in all Covenant-Bleſſings, and of his Share 
in all Church Honours and Privileges. And this 
it declares and ſignifies once for all; and there- 
fore is but once adminiſtred, and not to be re- 
peated afterwards. This is allowed by all Chri- 
ſtians. 1 

4. Obſerve; Baptiſm declares and ſignifies an 
Intereſt in Covenant-Bleflings, not as they are in- 
"EP + OO mediateiy 
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1 
mediately connected with eternal Salvation, but 
as they are preſent Privileges and Advantages : 
or as they arePrinciples, Encouragements, Means and 
Motives freely given on the Part of God to all 
Chriſtians, antecedently to a Life or Courſe of O- 
bedience; and, on our Part, to be underſtood, 
conſidered and improved, ſo as to excite and in- 
duce us to a Life of Obedience, Or; Baptiſm 
ſignifies our having paſſed out of the State of 
Heatheniſm into the Chriſtian State; or into the 
Church and Family of God; and our being 
obliged to live accordingly. Which if we do, 
we are happy for ever : if not ; neither Baptiſm, 
nor any other Chriſtian Privilege, will be of any 
Avail. 

Theſe Things premiſed, 1 reckon we have now 
laid a very juſt and ſolid, rational and intelligible 
Foundation of /nfant-Baptiſm. For if the Infants 
of believing Parents, or profeſſed Chriſtians, 
have a Right to Covenant Bleſſings, they muſt 
have a Right to the Sign or Token of the Cove- 
nant, whereby their Intereſt in thoſe Bleſſings 1s 
ſolemnly recognized and declared. They who 

£% have a Right to the Promiſe, have a Right to 
+4 | Baptiſm. For ſo the Spirit of God expreſsly de- 


a clares, As ii. 38, 39, be baptized every one of 
1 Pao, — for the Promiſe is io you, and to your chil. 
* dren. A Place in the Church and Family of 
5 God is one Covenant-Bleſling ; therefore as the 
1 


Infants of profeſſed Chriſtians are born to God * 
in his Church and Family, they enter into his 
Church and Family as ſoon as born: and there- 
fore the initiating or entering Ordinance is, at 
leaſt, as properly and EP applied to them 
now, 


* Ezek. xvi. 20. 
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„ 
now, as it was under the preceding Diſpenſation. 
Nor do we find any thing in the Goſpel, which 
deprives either Children or Parents of the Ho- 
nour and Benefit of it; but all the Principles, 
upon which it ought to ſtand, are there affirmed 


and eſtabliſhed. 


o 


But ſome of our Chriſtian Brethren, and fellow 
Proteſtants, whom we ought to love and eſteem, ' 
are in a different way of thinking; and judge, 
that Infants are by no means proper Subjects of 
Baptiſm. We muſt therefore, in Juſtice to our- 
ſelves, as well as to them, conſider what they 
have to offer. And this will oblige me to in- 
large upon, and further explain what I have al- 
ready advanced. TD 7 

Now our Brethren, who diſapprove of Infant- 
Baptiſm, allege and argue; „That no Book or 
& Parcel of Scripture teaches this Practice. That 
« we have no Precept nor Precedent in Scripture 
« for giving Baptiſm to any but the adult upon 
« their Profeſſion of Faith and Repentence. 
* That our Lord, in the Commiſſion he gave 

his Apoſtles, * Go, teach all nations, baptizin 
them, &c. made none the Subjects of Bap- 
tiſm, but ſuch as are likewiſe made the Sub- 
jects of Inſtruction: by which Infants, who 
are incapable of Inſtruction, are neceſſarily ex- 
cluded. That accordingly the Apoſtles firſt 
preached Chriſt, and then adminiſtred Baptiſm 
to them only that believed. They firſt taught, 
and then. baptized thoſe who received their 
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Doctrine, and no other. Belides, Infants are 
not capable of anſwering the Ends and Inten- 
fc 


tion of Baptiſm, which is, walking in newne/s 


Mat. xxvili. 19. 


— 


C39 I 
« of Life, and the Anſwer of a good conſcience to. 
&« wards God, which adult Perſons are only ca- 
te pable of, Nor can that be any ways profit- 
« able to us which is done in our Infancy, with- 
« out any Knowledge, Choice or Conſent, of 
« our own. Infant-Baptiſm therefore fruſtrates 
« the Ends and Intention of Baptiſm, is vain 
<« and inſignificant, Infants being wholly unca- 
© pable of underſtanding and improving it.“ 
This, ſo far as I can learn, is the Subſtance 
of what our Brethren allege againſt Infant-Bap- 
tiſm, and the whole Force of their Arguments 
ſaving that they bring ſeveral Inſtances of apo- 
ſtolic Practice to corroborate what they affirm ; 
namely, that the Apoſtles did firſt teach, and 
then baptize thoſe who received their Doctrine. 
And now the firſt Thing I, for my own Part, 
have to ſay to all this, is; that if theſe Argu- 
ments did appear to me to be concluſive, I would 
freely and openly acknowledge it; and, without 
any Delay or Reſerve, would perſuade Chriſtians 
to lay aſide an unſcriptural Practice. But the E- 
vidence of Truth obliges me to profeſs, that 


* 


theſe Allegations are very far from being ſatis- 


factory to me; for the following Reaſons. 
1. As to what is urged from our Lord's Com- 


miſſion, and the Practice of the Apoſtles; we 


know our Lord did command them firſt to teach 
all nations, in order to bring them to the Know- 
ledge and Faith of the Goſpel, and then to &ap- 
tize them. And how 1s it poſſible the heathen 
World ſhould ever have been brought into the 
Church any other Way ? The firſt Converts and 
Prolelytes could be admitted only upon their 
| Samay Faith and Repentence. Here both 


arties are agreed, and this ſtands good upon 


our 
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our Principles as well as theirs. For the Teaching 
of the firſt Converts, and their Admiſſion upon 
their profeſſed Faith, is not in the leaſt inconſiſt- 
ent with the Childrens Right afterwards reſulting 
from the Right of their Parents, according to 
the general Rule and Order of the Promiſe. It 
was not inconſiſtent with ſuch Right of Chil- 
dren, when Proſelytes were circumciſed; nor, 
for that Reaſon, could it be inconſiſtent with 
their Right when firſt Converts were baptized, 
For firſt Converts might be taught and baptized, 
as well as firſt Converts had been before /aught 
and circumciſed without infringing upon any Right 
or Privilege of their Children. Nor is it here by 


our Lord, or elſewhere by his Apoſtles, ever 


ſaid, or intimated, that only adult Believers were 


baptized, and no other. Our Lord's Commiſ- 
ſion, therefore, is not at all inconſiſtent with 


our Sentiments: On the contrary, I am very 
ſure, that he hath, in that Commiſſion, eſta- 
bliſhed them; as it is certain, that our Lord 


there commiſſions his Apoſtles to preach and 


execute the Abrabamic Covenant. For, preaching 
the Goſpel, or Salvation of God, through Chriſt, 
the Meſſiah, to all Nations, is the expreſs and pe- 
culiar Criterion, or Mark by which that Cove- 
nant is diſtinguiſhed in Scripture ; there being 
no other Covenant, of a Spiritual Nature, which 
in Scripture is expreſsly ſaid to extend to all 
Nations of the Earth. The Words of the Cove- 


nant are, in thy Seed, [Chriſt] fall all the Fami- 


lies, or Nations, of the Earth be blejjed. Gen. xii. 
3. — Xxii. 18, — XXVL 4. — xXxviii. 14. — and 
[with reſpect to my Covenant], /hou [Abraham] 
Galt be a Father of many Nations. — for a Fa- 
iber of many Nations have I made [conftituted} 
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thee, Gen. xvii. 4, 5. And when our Lord, juſt 
before his Aſcenſion, gave Commiſſion to his A- 
poſtles, he expreſſed himſelf after this Manner, 
Luke xxiv. 46, 47.Thus it is written, in the Scrip- 
tures of the old Teſtament] — that repentence 
and remiſſion of ſins ſhould be preached in his| Chriſt's] 
name, among all Nations, beginning at Jeru, alem, 
Mark xvi. 15. And h. ſaid unto them, [his Apo- 
ſtles] Go ye into all the World, and preach the Goſ- 
pel to every Creature, to all Mankind.] Mat. 
XXV1ii. 19. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in, or into, the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſh, In this 
Commiſſion, therefore, our Lord plainly reters 
to, and executes the Abrabamic Covenant, or 
Promiſe, according to which all the nations of the 
Earth were to be biefled in him, or to have the 
Bleſſings included and granted in that Covenant, 
beſtowed upon them; and with reſpect to which, 
Abraham was conſtituted the Father of many Na- 
tions. In this Commiſſion He orders and au- 
thorizes his Apoſtles to publiſh that very Cove- 
nant, and thoſe very Bleſſings entire and unal- 
tered : for neither he nor his Apoſtles, either 
here, or in any other Part of Scripture, ever 
give the leaſt Hint or Intimation, that it was 
altered, or diſanulled in any reſpect whatſoever, 
either as to the Malter of the Grant, or any of 
the Parties to whom it was originally conveyed. 


Only inſtead of circumciſe, he ſaith baptize ; which 


no ways, either as to Matter or Subjecis, affects 


or alters the Covenant ; but only the Token, 


Memorial, or Seal of it. It is indeed moſt ab- 
ſurd to ſuppoſe our Lord either could or would, 
in any wile, change or anul that Covenant, 


which, when firſt made, was conjirmed of Ged in, 


or 
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s 
or unto, himſelf, when he was actually executing 
it, He could not diminiſh any of the Bleſſings 
or Privileges with which all Nations were to be 
bleſſed in him, at the very time when he was 
accompliſhing that Promiſe in its fulleſt and moſt 


extenſive Senſe under the Goſpel. Therefore, 


when our Lord ordered his Apoſtles to preach, 
and teach all nations according to the Abrahamic 
Covenant, he muſt order them alſo to baptize all 
Nations according to that Covenant. For he 
could not commiſſion them to preach upon one 
Plan, and baptize upon another. Now we know, 
that according to the Abrahamic Covenant, both 
the Bleſſings and the Token of them were grant- 
ed to Children, as well as to Parents. And ſo 
the Apoſtles would naturally underſtand the 
Commiſſion. For they, and all the Jews, had 
always, upon a Divine Warrant, conſidered 
Children as included with the Parents in the Co- 


venant, and intitled to the Token of it. 25 


2. And accordingly we find that the Apoſtles did 
ſo underſtand our Lord; and did not only preach, 
but alſo baptized according to the Abrahamic Co- 


venant. For in the firſt Sermon preached by an 


Apoſtle, after our Lord's Aſcenſion, (Acts ii. 
38.) St. Peter hath thoſe remarkable Words; 
Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
Name of Feſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of fins, and 
ye ſhall receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. For the 
Promiſe is to you, [Jews,] and to your Children, 
and to all that are afar off, [among the Nations] 


even as many as the Lord our God ſhall call, Now 


if we conſult Joel ii. 32, to which Place the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt in the Apoſtle refers, we ſhall find, that 
the Promiſe is, not only of the extraordinary 
Gifts of the Spirit, but of the whole Goſpel Sal- 
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vation, or the Covenant of Grace. For ſo it 
runs. And it Hall come ts paſs, that whoſoever, 
Jew or Gentile, Hall call on the name of the Lord, 
ſhall be delivered, or ſaved, with the Goſpel Sal. 
vation, Rom. x. 13.] For in mount Sion and in Je- 
ruſalem ſhall be deliverance, or Salvation, as the 
Lord hath ſaid, and in the remnant, or thoſe that 
are afar off, the Gentiles, or Nations, whom the 
Lord ſhall hereaiter call into his Church and King- 
dom. Now by this certain Criterion, that the 
Promiſe referred to, did extend to thoſe that 
were afar off, or to the Nations, whom the 
Lord ſhould call into his Church and Kingdom, 
it is evident, that this Promiſe is no other than 
the Covenant, or Grant, to Abrabam; according 
to which, the Lord had ſaid, that all! the Nations 
of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed in Chriſt , both the 
Tews in mount Sion and Jeruſalem, and the Re- 
mainder, that were then afar off, namely, us 
Gentiles, whom the Lord graciouſly intended to 
call by the Preaching of the Goſpel This is 
the grand Promiſe to which Foe! refers. And 
this Promiſe being to our Seed, or Children, as 
well as to us, the holy Spirit declares they were to 
be baptized. Repent, and be baptized every one 
you, — for the Promiſe is to you and to your Chil- 
dren, And every thing in St. Peter's Diſcourſe 
mult be underſtood in Conſiſtency with this. It 
is ſaid below, Ver. 41. Then they that gladly re- 
cerved his Word were baptized. But ſuch Exprel- 
ſions here and el{ewhere, muſt not be underſtood 
in Oppoſition to, or as excluding their Children; 
jor both having a Right to the Promiſe, doubt- 
leſs both were baptized : But manifeſtly, ſuch 
Expreſſions are to be underſtood in Oppoſition. 
to, and as excluding ſuch of the Apoſtle's Hear- 
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ers as diſbelieved, or rejected his Word; that is, 
the unbelieving and impenitent part of his Au- 
dience. They that believed, and gladly received 
his Word, ſeparated themſelves from thoſe Au- 
ditors, who continued in Unbelief and Impeni- 
tence, and were baptized, and ſo joined them- 
ſelves to the Apoſtles; as it follows (Ver. 41.) 
and there were added to them about three thouſand 
Souls. And they continued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles 

Doctrine and Fellowſhip, and in breaking of Bread, 
and in Prayer. This way of ſpeaking therefore 
doth not point at the Excluſion of Infants, but 
of Infidels only. * And this being the firſt Time 
of the Apoſtles preaching and baptizing, after 
they had received the Commiſſion, it may pals 


for a fair Comment upon it. 


3. And in the next Sermon, the Apoſtle a- 
gain points to the Abrahamic Covenant as the 
Ground of his preaching the Goſpel even to the 
Jeus. Acts iii. 25. Ze are the children of the pro- 
phets, and of the Covenant which God made with 
our Fathers, ſaying unto Abraham, And in thy Seed 
ſhall all the nations of the Earth be bleſſed. And 
we may be ſure, that this Covenant, which the 
Holy Ghoſt dictated as the Ground of his Preach- 
ing, or offering the Goſpel to the Jes, was al- 
io the Ground and Rule of his baptizing ſuch as 
were converted by his Preaching. _ 

4. And in preaching to the Gentiles, or the 


Nations, the Apoſtles could act only upon the 
Foot of the Abrahamic Covenant; there being in 


Revelation 


Nor muſt that Paſſage in Ads viii. 12, be underſtood 
excluſively of Children. — they avere baptized both Men and 
Women ; that is to ſay, Women as well as Men, Females as 
well as Males : whereas Males only had the initiating Or- 
dinance applied to them under the preceding Diſpenſation, 
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Revelation no other Conſtitution by which the 


6 


Nations could be received into the peculiar King- 
dom of God; and conſequently, they mult act up- 
on the ſame Foot i in baptizing Converts, or takin 
them into the Church. For they could not 
preach upon one Principle, and baptize upon an- 
other. 
. Add to this, the Wan tene we have of 
Apoſtolic Senſe and Practice; as 
1, That the Apoſtles baptized believers and 
their Houſholds, or Families. As xvi. 15. Ly- 
dia and her Houſhold were baptized by Paul; 
and (Ver. 13.) ſo was the Jailer and all his; and 
(1 Cor. i. 16.) ſo was the Houſhold of Sr-phanas. 
It may be ſaid; © Infants are not neceſlaiily in- 
e cluded in Houſholds.” Nor are they neceſſa- 
rily excluded. There might be, or there might 
not be Infants in thoſe Houſholds ; and we are 
as much at Liberty to ſuppoſe there were, as that 


there were not. But the Advantage from ſuch 


general Expreſſions lieth clearly in Favour of In- 
tants. For when Abraham was circumciſed, his 
whole Houſhold was ſo too, none but Females 


excepted. And ſo when a proſelyted Heathen 


was taken into the Jewiſh Church, he and all the 
Males in his Family were circumciſed : and 
moreover, the learned in Hebrew Antiquities in- 
form us, that they were alſo baptized; and that 
this was a common and ancient Practice among 


the Jews. * I doubt not but it was, as I have 


reaſon to believe it was a Divine Inſtitution. For 
the Gentiles, under the Moſaic Diſpenſation of 
"> We 


* See Dr. Lightfoot's Harmony of the New Teſtament, 


in Vol. I. of his folio Works, P. 209, 210. and Reland : 
Heb. Ant. P, 254, 255, 
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the Kingdom of God, are in Scripture declared 


to be UNCLEAN, Jai. xxxv. 8. — lii. 1. Adls x. 
28. — Xi. 3, 8. And as they had neither learn- 
ed, nor obſerved the Moſaic Diſtinction of 
Things clean and unclean, they and their Children 
muſt be ſuppoſed to be under every Kind and 
Degree of Uncleanneſs, of which they were ca- 
pable. And therefore they could not then be 
taken into the Church of God, or admitted into 
the Sanctuary, unleſs they were firſt waſhed, or 
baptized. For under that Diſpenſation, by the 
Divine Command, thoſe Perſons, that were un- 
clean, even among the circumciſed Jews, (much 
more among the Gentiles) mult firſt be waſhed, 
before they could go into the Sanctuary, or eat 


| of the holy Things. Lev. vii. 20, 21.—xiv. 8.— 


W. 5, Os 7» 6s 10; 11, 13, 16, 18, 21, 22, 27, 
31,—XVIL 15. — Xxii. 3, 6. By which Law, a 
Gentile, being poſſibly unclean in every Kind 
and Degree, could not be allowed to come into 


the Temple, Ads xxi. 28, 29. Therefore, by 


Divine Inſtitution, every Gentile Proſelyte, and 
all the Males in his Family, young and old, muſt 
not only be circumciſed, but moreover all of 
them, both Males and Females, muſt alſo be 
waſhed, or baptized, “ in order to their being 
admitted into the peculiar Kingdom and Church 
of God, while it was confined to the Nation of 
the Jews. T Thus, for about fifteen hundred 
3 pen 


* The Apoſtle giveth all thoſe ceremonial Waſhings the 
gener al Name of Bas, Baptiſms, Heb. ix. 10, 7 
+ Here we may obſerve the Wiſdom and Propriety of our 
Lord's adopting the Ordinance of Baptiſm into the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation, It was the Ordinance, which, together with 
Circumciſion, had been applied to a converted Gentile and 
5 | 5 his 


FE 
. Sx =—— 

< — * 
2 e 
"= * 2 ” P 
FE * 

- * 

r 72 


* 
** 
— — — 
— 
* 


— — 4 4 7 = * Y \ 4 q F ” 2 4 "- 
% 2 4 0 1 2 I = > Vas mw © 2 Th * - —— 6 W * x dw © 756 * , * "MM. Loads 
Y Y 2 ber” a * <4 i 22 = A = 2 £ ** * 5 — - —ç — * bf 3 - * 
> 8 . 3 a r 3 r The WO — * % gh LF bg” TI OT mito, 7.05 5 * ; SS 2 3 2 * R 8 
5 * 5 - 5 3 — 2 N 7 — Ex? IE i -; ..; 2 2 a * _—_ , ta 3 f - — * PF. eu * _ 2 . — 
A 2 © >. : E A * * "1 Rr * . r 4 pe Cx; - < > EY. ne : _ 5 * — 7227 . VE - n : 
5 on ES Rs FIERY IS 4. We + 3 . — = pee . os Per g d 6; ht = Kn — 5 1 n 
* ZW * 2 2 — * E 2. 5 Þ — . * - IF PCR i225 e 1 2 & GAY — 8 2 — . — 
8 D - 6 T £ < f 4 — _ *. ä — = Hy ak — 2 _ =» — 2 * 
— — 2 2 . IE SES : 4 — WE . * — — . _ 


( 60 ) 
years, from the giving of the Law at Mount Ho. 
reb, to the Inſtitution of Baptiſm by our Lord, 
it is as certain, that waſhing, or baptizing, was 
Joined to Circumciſion as a Divine Inſtitution, 
and applied to whole Families, Infants and 
others, as it is that any Proſelytes of Righteouſ- 
neſs, with their Families, were, within that Pe- 
riod of Time, taken into the Jewiſh Church, 
And, as in ſo long a Space of Time, many ſuch 
Proſelytes, and their Houſholds, from firſt to 
laſt, muſt have been taken into the Church, this 
Practice muſt have been ancient and common; 
and, conſequently, well known to the Apoſtles, 


and to all the Jews. When, therefore, the A- 
poſtles ſay, that they baptized a Man and all his; 


a Man and his Houſhold, this way of ſpeaking 


would naturally be underſtood by thoſe, who 


were acquainted with the preceding Diſpenſation, 


as 


his Family, when he was initiated, or taken into the Church, 


under the preceding Diſpenſation. And as our Lord, omit- 


ting the paſchal Supper itſelf, turned the Bread and Cup, in 
that Supper, to the Purpoſes of his own Supper, which he 


ſubſtituted in the Place of the Paſſover : So, omitting Cir- 


cumciſion, he turned the Baptiſm of proſelyted Heathens, 
which had accompanied Circumciſion, into the initiating 
Ordinance under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, and ſubſtituted it 
in the Place of Circumciſion, Which Ordinance of Baptiſm 
would readily enough be admitted by the converted, peni- 
tent Jews ; who had often before waſhed, or baptized, on 
Account of Uncleanneſs: and alſo they would all allow, 
that it was with great Propriety applied to the converted 
Gentiles, as it was the very Ordinance, which they them- 
ſelves had always applied to ſuch Gerti/es, when they were 
initiated into the Church: Though ſome of them thought the 


Baptiſm of Chriſtian Converts was defective without Circum- 
ciſion. Hence it is, that we find no mention of any Dit- 


ficulty or Scruple the Jews had about the Ordinance of Bap- 
tiſm, as inſtituted by our Lord. It was no new Ordinance 
to them, : 
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„ 
as including young and old, Infants and others. 
For which Reaſon, had there been any Altera- 
tion in the Subjects of Baptiſm, the Apoſtles, to 
prevent an unavoidable Miſtake, would certainly 
have excepted Infants. Burt whereas they make 
no ſuch Exception, but ule the common, fami- 
liar Language, which every body knew included 
Infants, we may fairly conclude, they meant, 
that in thoſe Houſholds Infants alſo were bap- 


tied. And we may further conclude, That In- 
fant-Baptiſm, in the Caſe of Proſelytes, might 
be practiſed for about fifteen hundred Years be- 
fore Chriſt came; and that it certainly was prac- 
tiſed, as a Divine Inſtitution, as often as any 
Proſelyte, who had Infants in his Family, was 
taken into the Jewiſh Church. And this ſuppli- 
| eth a ſufficient Reaſon, why Infant-Baptiſm 18 
ot more expreſsly mentioned in the New Te- 


ſtament. It was well known, and allowed on 


| all Sides. Again; 


2. The Apoſtle directs us to conſider Baptiſm, 


zs the Ordinance, which, under the Goſpel, an- 
ſwers to Circumciſion, Col. ii. 11, 12. In whom al- 
t o ye are circumciſed with the e made with - 
© out hands, in putting off the Body of the Sins of the 
Velo, by the circumciſion of Chriſt, currageiſes, bau 
ing been buried with him in Baptiſm. Circumciſed 
with the Circumciſion of Chriſt, having been buried 
with him in Baptiſm, The plain Meaning of 


which is; that when we are baptized, we are 
circumciſed with the Circumciſion of Chriſt, or 
the Chriſtian Circumciſion, Which is ſaid to 
be made without bands, as it is not mutable, * or 


ſubject | 


* Note; Things that are made, or made with Hands, in 
Scrip- 
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( 62 ) 
ſubject to be aboliſhed, but is to ſubſiſt as long 
as the Kingdom of God ſhall continue in this 


World; in Oppoſition to the Jewiſh Circumci- 


fion, which he tells us (Epheſ. ii. 11.) was mad: 


it h hands, becauſe it was originally intended to 


be aboliſhed, as it was a Token of the Abraha- 
mic Covenant, and was then actually aboliſhed to 
the Gentiles. * The Apoſtle conſiders Baptiſm 
as anſwering to Circumciſion: and, ſaving that it 


is applied to both Sexes, it bears, in the main, 


an exact Correſpondence to it. Baptiſm is the 
Token of the very ſame Covenant of which Cir- 
cumciſion was once the Token; I mean the Abra. 


| hamic Covenant, which has been proved to be 


the Goſpel- Covenant. Baptiſm hath a ſpiritual 
Meaning; ſo had Circumciſion, it had Relation 


to the Heart and Spirit, T Baptiſm is the ini- 


tiating 


_ Scripture Phraſe are Things of a mutable, diſſolvable Na- 


ture: as our Lord's earthly Body, Mark xiv. 58.—Circum- 
ciſion, Ephe/, ii. 11. — the Tabernacle of Mes, Heb. ix. 11, 
24, — the Jewiſh State, Heb. xii. 27. | 
Things not made with Hands are Things not mutable, or 
not ſubject to Diſſolution : as our Lord's Reſurrection-body, 
Mark xiv. 58. — our heavenly Houſe, which ſhall not be 
diſſolved like our earthly Houſe, 2 Cor. v. 1. and Baptiſm, 
or the Circumciſion of Chi, Col. ii. 11. 

* Circumciſion, being a Mark in the Fleſh, was a very 


proper Diſtinction of a peculiar People, while the Kingdom 


of God was confined to one Nation of the Earth: and, as 


a Token of the Covenant of Peculiarity, it ftill anſwers great 


Ends, by diſtinguiſhing and ſeparating the Jens from all other 
People; and, I doubt not, will continue to do ſo to the End 


of the World. But when the Abrahamic Covenant was to be 


publiſhed among all Nations of the Earth, and all Nations, 
upon Faith in Chriſt, were to be admitted into it; then Cir- 
cumciſion, which was deſigned to diftinguiſh and ſeparate 


but one Nation, could no longer be a proper Token of the 


Abrabamic Covenant: and therefore, with great Propricty 
Baptiſm was ſubſtituted in the Place thereof. 
+ Rom. ii. 29. 
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fiating Ordinance, and in the ſame Church and 


Kingdom of God, * in which Circumciſion had 
been before the initiating Ordinance. Baptiſm is 
not to be repeted; no more was Circumciſion. 
Such as were the firſt Subjects of Circumciſion, 
were alſo the firſt Subjects of Baptiſm, namely, 
penitent Believers. Baptiſm is a perſonal and 
family Ordinance ; ſo was Circumciſion, neither 
of them being adminiſtred in the public Church 
or Congregation, but in private Houſes, upon 
the Road, & or in any place, as it might hap- 
pen, Baptiſm was adminiſtred to Houſholds at 


once; ſo was Circumciſion. The Apoltle had 


good reaſon to conſider Baptiſm as the Circumci- 


3 a ſion of Chriſt, or as ſubſtituted in the Place of 


Circumciſion. And this naturally ſuggeſts, that 
he judged Baptiſm was to be applied to Infants, 


nas Circumciſion had been before. Further, 


3. He leads our Thoughts to the ſame Senti- 


ment, when he affirms, that the Children are 


bo, 


der the preceding Diſpenſation. | To our pre- 


HOLY, even where but one of the Parents is be- 


lieving, 1 Cor. vii. 14. For the unbelieving huſ- 


band is ſandtiſied by the wife, and the unbelieving 


F wife is ſandtiſied by the huſland: elſe were your 


children unclean z but now are they holy. Here 
the Apoſtle uſes the Language of the Spirit un- 


ſent 


* That we, the believing Gentiles, are taken into the 
fame Church, Covenant and Kingdom of God, in which the 
Jews were before the Goſpel-Diſpenſation was erected, and 
out of which the unbelieving Jews were caſt, is, I think, 
17 proved in my Key to the apoſtolic Writings, Chap. V. 

Ol, 91. : 

Gen. iv. 24, &c. Acts viii. 36, 37, 38. 7 

|| See my Paraphraſe upon the Epiſt. to the Romans, in 
the Key to the Apoſtolic Writings, Chap. II. $ 43, — 46. and 
Chap, VI. y 124.— 127. 
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( 64 ) 
ſent Purpoſe it may ſuffice to obſerve, that un- 
circumciſed and unclean are Terms of the ſame 
Import. Jai. lii. 1. Put on thy beautiful garments, 
O Jeruſalem, the holy city: from henceforth there 
ſhall no more come into thee the uncircumciſed and the 
unclean ; meaning the Heathen, Strangers to 
God's Covenant. So unclean, in St. Peter's 
Speech, As x. 28. is the ſame as uncircumciſed, 
in his Accuſation, Ads xi. 3. Now if uncircum- 
ciſed and unclean are of the ſame Import, by Pa- 
rity of Reaſon, circumciſed and holy are of the 
fame Import : for the Jews were the holy Seed 
principally as they were circumciſed, in Token 
of their being in Covenant with God; and their 
being thus holy implied, that they were circumci- 


| fed. Conſequently, as the Apoſtle applies the 


ſame Term [holy] to the Infants of Chriſtians, 


and in the ſame Senſe, according to the Lan- 


guage of the Kingdom of God, it as naturally 


implies and ſuppoſes Baptiſm, as before it im- 


plied Circumciſion. He that tells us, 1 Cor. i. 
16, that he baptized the Houſhold, or Family, 
of Stephanas, tells us that the Children in ſuch a 


Family were holy : and therefore, as I appre- 


hend, he plainly declares it to be his Senſe, that 


Children in ſuch a Family were to be baptized ; 


and that, if there were Children in the Family of 
Stephanas, he actually did baptize them. 


For theſe Reaſons, principally, I can by no 
means admit the Arguments of our Brethren, 
who are in a different way of thinking. 


But perhaps after all this, ſome may inſiſt up- 
on an expreſs Command for admitting Infants to 
Baptiſm. But the Caſe will not allow the inſiſt- 
ing upon this: on the other Hand, it properly 
belongs to us to inſiſt upon an expreſs . 

6 or 
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for excluding them from Baptiſm. For they 
were, by an expreſs Command of God, intitled 
to the initiating Ordinance, when the Goſpel- 
Covenant was firſt eſtabliſhed in Chriſt ; and ha- 
ving enjoyed this Privilege in the Church for 


about two thouſand years, till Chriſt came, as a 


ſingular Honour and Advantage, which the 
whole Nation of the Jews was very proud of, 
there was no need of any other expreſs Com- 
mand, when Chriſt was come, to admit Infants 
to the initiating Ordinance, under the ſame Gol- 
pel-Covenant, and into the ſame Church and 
Kingdom of God, whatever that Ordinance 
might be, Circumciſion, Baptiſm, of any other 
God ſhould be pleaſed to appoint. For their 


Right to the initiating Ordinance, at that Time, 
was queſtioned or denied by no Body, where the 


Parents were both Chriſtians. All the Jewiſh 
Converts, to a Man, muſt be ſtrongly prejudiced 
in Favour of it: it was rivetted into their very 
Souls; and the debarring their Children from it, 
would have given them the greateſt Averſion to 
the Goſpel. There was therefore no Occaſion 


for another expreſs Command to admit Infants to 


Baptiſm 3 or rather, ſuch a Command would 
have been ſuperfluous. For why ſhould People 


be commanded to do what they judge is already 


ſufficiently commanded ? what they are already 
inclined to do, what they are infinitely fond of 
doing ? and what they would think themſelves 


extremely ill uſed if they were debarred from 


doing ? Indeed had there been any among the 
ews, as there have been of late Years among 

-briſtians, who had taken it into their Heads to 
ſeclude Infants from the initiating Ordinance, 
then we might reaſonably have expected, that 
— * our 


( 66 ) 
our Lord ſhould have made an expreſs Deciſion 
in Favour of Infants. But it doth not appear 
that there was ſo much as one Perſon in all the 
World, who at that Time, entertained the leaſt 
Thought of ſecluding Infants, when both Pa- 
rents were Chriſtians. It is therefore unreaſon- 
able to expect an expreſs, formal Command in 
the new Teſtament for their Admiſſion. But, 
on the other Hand, as all the Alterations and 
Abolitions, made in the preceding Diſpenſation 
are expreſsly mentioned; fo, if it was our Lord's 
Intention to exclude Infants from a Privilege, 
which they had been ſo long poſſeſſed of, and 
which all the Jews expected would be continued, 
and were ſo fond of having continued, then there 
would have been a manifeſt and ſtrong Neceſſity 
for a very exprels, clear and poſitive Command 
for excluding them. And can any one produce 
me ſuch a Command for excluding Infants from 
Baptiſm ? No. — No it is impoſſible any one 
ſhould. I muſt therefore conclude, that our 
Lord never did intend to exclude them, and that 
their Right to the initiating Ordinance remains 
as good and firm as ever it was. Upon the 
whole; there is in Scripture the moſt expreſs and 
authentic Precept and Precedent for admitting 
Infants to the initiating Ordinance in the ſame 
Church and Kingdom of God, in which we 
now are, and under the ſame Covenant of Grace,in 
which we now ſtand: and Grounds and Princi- 

les ſo clear and ſtrong, and ſuch plain and un- 
deniable Intimations of their being admitted to 
Baptiſm, as, in a Caſe which doth not appear to 
have beenever diſputed or doubted in the apoſtolic 
Age, amount to ſuch a Degree of Evidence, as 
is, in my Thoughts, fully ſatisfactory, and 

| 15 . equal 


e e e e 


E 
equal to that of an expreſs Precept from our 


Lord, and precedent in the apoſtolic Practice. 


And now aſk leave in my Turn to demand; 
« What Precept or Precedent is to be found in 
« Scripture for Chriſtians bringing up their 
« Children to Years of Maturity before they be 
& baptized ? “ Perhaps it will be replied, * It is 
&« ſufficient that we have no Precept nor Prece- 
« dent in Scripture for giving Baptiſm to any 
« but the Adult upon their Profeſſion of Faith 
« and Repentence.” But what Adult? the a- 
dult Children of believing, Chriſtian Parents ? 
No. But adult Converts from among the Jews 
or Pagans. Such were commanded to be bap- 
tized upon their profeſſed Faith, and all the 


* 


Scripture Inſtances of Perſons baptized upon their 


profeſſed Faith relate only to the it Converts 


from among Jews and Pagans. But for the 


| 7 baptizing of adult Perſons, born of Chriſtian Pa- 


rents, upon their Profeſſion of Faith and Re- 


pentence, there is neither Precept nor Precedent 
in Scripture 3 nor, which is ſtill worſe, is there 


any Principle in Scripture, from Geneſis to Reve- 


lualion, which in the leaſt favours or incourages it. 
So that, had we leſs Scripture-Authority for In- 
|  fant-Baptiſm than. we have, we ſhould have more 
than others have for their Adult Baptiſm: for 
they have none at all. And moreover, they 
| ſeem to me to delay Baptiſm quite beyond that 
Standard of Profeſſion, which the Scripture al- 
los; and to ſuch a Degree of Irregularity, that 
ſome live and die profeſſed Chriſtians, who yet 
are never baptized at all. 


a 


But Infants are not capable of anſwering 


© © the Ends and Intention of Baptiſm, Newn/s 
/ Life, and the Anſwer of a good Conſcience lo- 
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( 88. } 
& wards God.” But ſurely Chriſtians, and the 


Children of Chriſtians, at Years of Diſcretion, 


are as capable of anſwering the Ends of Baptiſm 
by living a virtuous and holy Life, as Jews, and 
the Children of Jews were of anſwering, in the 
ſame way, the Ends of Circumciſion. For both 
Ordinances belonged to the ſame Covenant, and 
for the ſame Ends, making Allowance for diffe- 
rent Degrees of Light ; in reference to which we 
have greatly the Advantage. 

« But that can be no ways profitable to us, 


„ which is done in our Infancy, without any 
„ Knowledge, Choice or Conſent of our own. 


be Therefore, Infant-Baptiſm is vain and inſig- 
& nificant.” Anſwer as to Choice and Conſent, 
none is neceſſary, where only a Free-Grant, and 
Obligations reſulting from it are recognized and 


declared. And as to Knewoledge, the Baptiſm of 


an Infant may be very profitable to the F amily in 
the preſent Adminiſtration of it; and to the In- 
fant himſelf it may be exceeding uſeful in After- 
Reflections. Our Lord applied a figurative 
Walhing to Peter, which he then underſtood 
not; but, as it was to be of future Uſe in the Re- 
fiection, it was not therefore vain and infignife 
cant. Job. xiii. 7. Peter. ſaid unto him, Deſt thou 


_ waſh my feet ? Jeſus anſwered, — What I do thou 
| knoweſt not now, but thou ſhalt know hereafter. 


That Waſhing would be very uſeful to him here- 
after, which at the preſent he was ignorant of: 
and fo may Baptiſm be to Infants. 

Indeed, it we take our Ideas of the Ordinance 
from the wrong or ſuperſtitious Accounts, which 
ſome may have given of it, it may be very diff. 
cult, if not impoſſibl e, to ſet it in any uſeful 
or rational Light. But if we conſider it, ac- 

cording 
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cording to it's proper Nature, as a Token, or 


Memorial of the free Grant of Life and Pardon, 
which God in Chriſt has made to a finful World, 
it will then appear in a very juſt and beautiful 
View. 

To have our Minds deeply affected with the 
Divine Goodneſs is, on all Accounts, neceſſary 
to our own Happineſs. He hath freely given us 
a rational Being, an invaluable Preſent. To 
this Gift, even when Mankind had forfeited it, 
he has, of his own Good-will and Munificence, 
added the Grant of Pardon to the Penitent, and 


of eternal Life : a Grant of infinite Importance, 
upon which the Whole of our Being, and all our 
Hopes of Happineſs do depend ; and of which 


it is neceſſary to our attaining the high and glo- 
rious Ends thereof, that we preſerve a juſt and 


lively Senſe upon our Minds. For this will 
warm our Hearts with the Love of God; excite 


and animate us to all Right Action; fortify us 


_ againſt Temptation; ſupport us under every 
: Trial, and fo fit us for immortal Honour and 


Glory. 
Now obſerve ;' thoſe two original Gifts, of a 


rational Nature, and of Pardon and Immortali- 


ty, are made known to us in very different 
Ways. That we are endowed with a rational 
Nature is known by Self. Perception, and we are 


conſcious to it every Moment. Here, therefore, 
is no need of any extraordinary Sign or Token 


to remind us of it. But as for the Grant of the 


Remiſſion of Sin, and Life eternal, that can be 
made known to us only by God himſelf. For, 
as before obſerved, no human Wiſdom, or Pe- 


netration, could have demonſtrated it to us. As 
it was lodged —— in the Boſom of God, the 


Sovereign, 


CIT 
Sovereign, and depended wholly upon his own 
Grace, or good Pleaſure, he alone could revele 
it to us, and aſſure us of it. And he hath al- 
ſured us of it ſeveral Ways; of which this is 
one; namely, That ever ſince He ereted a 
peculiar Church and Kingdom in the World, he 
appointed an Ordinance to be applied to the e- 
ginning of Life, as a perpetual Token, Sign 
and Memorial of this rich and excellent Dona- [- 
tion. By which Means, under the Fewifh Diſ- I 
penſation, it was ſolemnly recognized and 
brought to Remembrance in every Generation, 
in every Family, at the Birth of every male 
Child ; that none might be ignorant of it, nor 
of the Obligations x {Hs from it. Under the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation, as this noble Grant, or Deed 
of Gift is, in all Reſpects, ſet in a much clear- 
er, and more extenſive Light, ſo in this reſpect 
alſo, that by a ſolemn Token, Sign and Memo- 
rial, it is recognized, and brought to Remem- 
brance in every Generation, in every Family, at 
the Birch of every Child, both Male and Female; 
that none may be ignorant of it, but all under- 
ſtand it, and have their Minds duely affected 
with it. And will any one ſay, ſuch an Inſtitu- 
tion is vain and inſignificant ? Certainly, it is 
moſt perfectly agreeable to that great Love and 
Goodneſs, which hath beſtowed upon us ſuch a 
ſurprizing Gift, to take Care that it ſhould be 
duely, and in a Variety of Ways, publiſhed a- 
mong us, inculcated upon our Memories, and 
made familiar to our Thoughts, in order to in- 
gage our conſtant, and moſt ſerious Regards; 
without which, the Gift, how valuable ſoever 
in itſelf, would be rendered ineffectual. God is 
giving, and propagating Life in every Genera- 
8 tion: | 
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non: and it is conſonant to the Nature of Things, 
chat we ſhould well underſtand the happy Terms 
upon which he beſtows it. And therefore, it is 
very fit, that the Covenant, or free Grant of 
God in Chriſt, upon which our whole Life and 
> Being, all our Comfort and Happineſs, both 
here and hereafter, do depend, ſhould in every 
Family, at the Birth of every Child, be ſolemnly 
E > exhibited and declared; and particularly applied 
to the Infant newly entered into Life, as having 
a Share and Intereſt in it. 5 
On the Part of the moſt HIGH GOD, no- 
thing could be deviſed more proper to demon- 
| ſtrate the high Value he ſets upon our Nature, 
and his kindeſt Regards to the human Race. 
ln this Ordinance we ſee the great Love where- 
© with he hath loved us, the Dignity to which he 
E hath raiſed us, and the Glory which he hath 
prepared for us. And it muſt affect our Hearts 
with Pleaſure, when we reflect, that his fatherly 
Love met us with open Arms at our Entrance in- 
to Life, to welcome us into his Creation and 
Kingdom; to declare himſelf our God and Fa- 
ther: I will be a God unto thee: to acquaint us 
that we were born unto him, as his Children, in 
his Family; and that we come into the World 
to honour and enjoy him. How comfortable 
and incouraging to conſider, that in this Inſtitu- 
tion, our God and Father gave us a viſible 
E Pledge and Token, that we have a Share in all 
the Mercies and Bleſſings implied in the Name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; and to aſ- 
© lure us (if we improve his Goodneſs, if we 
E Chooſe, and are diſpoſed for eternal Life) of 
lis Guidance, Protection and Aſſiſtence, through 
all the Duties and Difficulties of this State of In- 
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firmity and Trial, till he ſhall bring us to ever- 
laſting Peace and Happineſs. This is the Mean- 
ing of Baptiſm : a Meaning of the very higheſt 
Significancy and Importance. Thus the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath pro- 
vided, that we ſhould have a Senſe of his Love 
and our Obligations impreſſed upon our Hearts. 
Here alſo PaxenTs may ſee, that the regular 
Propagation of the Species is of infinite Moment, 
the ſpecial Object of Divine Attention and Care, 
under his particular Inſpection and Bleſling, 
Here they may ſee the great Worth and Impor- 
tance of their Children, even in Infancy, as be- 
ing born, not to live the mere animal Life in 
this Worid among Men : but to live unto God, 
and to live with him for ever. They are born in 
his Houſe and Family, and therefore related to 
God, their Father, as his Sons and Daughters, 
under the Care and Protection of his Providence; 
to the ever bleſſed Son of God, their Redeemer, 
who is the Firſt-born in the Family, and inte- 
reſted in all the Bleſſings we enjoy through him; 
to Angels in the glorious World above; and to 
the Saints, the Patriarchs, Prophets, NE, Apo- 
ſtles, even all the excellent, that have been, are, 
or ſhall be in this World, and intitled to all the 
Proviſion, Means and Aſſiſtencies, which they 
were, or are, in common, favoured with; 
in F. V. All this, as explained in the Goſpel, is 
comprehended in that immenſe Promiſe, I wiLL 
BE A GOD UNTO THEE, AND TO THY SEED 
AFTER THEE. This is the Promiſe of which we 
are the Heirs. This the Bleſſing of Abrahan, 
which is come upon us Gentiles. Iv Tay SEED 
SHALL ALL THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH BE 
BLESSED, None in the Family, where the Infant 
SF: | | is 


8 > : 3 9 
5 : SW RE 7 „ A ST A 
* r e 1 3 
f 2 p TIER CI Lorie ig SIT rnd x, Res FRI 
* 5 . ACS Oe oO WE avg e 1 b i 
> : a t . „ N 2 3 F 
— 5 5 < : - 4 re DAN 70 N he TY HR . 8 kx 
a 75 I Cen OP. A og Mae bets * : p f 
/ Eee ns Sd As 9 : * * * 
Pg T, Te: PRO Yr fats 
* > 


FF.... LD IE SAMS RTE 


FT - 
is born, queſtions the Infant's Relation to that 
Family, and to all that belong to it, at any Diſ- 


tance of Place, It is immediately owned and 
embraced, as a Son or Daughter, a Brother or 
| Siſter, &c. and admitted to all the common 


Rights and Privileges, and to the Love, Pro- 
tection and Care of the Family. And, being al- 
ſo born in God's heavenly Family, it is in like 


Manner, immediately intitled to all the illuſtri- 


ous Relations, Honours, Rights, Privileges and 
Bleſſings belonging to that Family. This is the 
Free-Gift of God: and it is a Gift perfectly wor- 


thy of God to beſtow. To aſſure us of this 


Grace our Lord came down from Heaven; and 
it was a Meſſage which required, and was per- 


fectly worthy of ſuch an extraordinary Meſſen- 


ger. And when Parents ſee all this aſſured to 
their Child, the Object of their tendereſt Aitec- 
tions, how muſt it ingage their Hearts in Love 
to God, and oblige, direct and diſpoſe them to 
bring it up agreeably to ſuch rich Mercy, as a 


young Angel upon Earth, deſigned to be an An- 
gel for ever in Glory ? And, as the Powers of In- 
telligence are, by the Divine Goodneſs, prepared 


from the Birth of the Infant, and are ready, from 
the firſt Dawnings of Reaſon, to be formed and 
improved by the careful Parent; ſo theſe divine, 
lively and ſtriking Principles, are by the ſame 
Divine Goodneſs prepared, and juſt as ready as 
the rational Faculties themſelves, to be inculca- 
ted by the Parent upon the render, flexible Mind, 
as ſoon as ever a Capacity of Thought will ad- 
mit ; to form there the noblelt Sentiments with 
reſpect to its own Being, and the Love of God 
its Maker, and Father, and to fix the happieſt 
Diſpolitions for the future Conduct of Life, This 
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is juſt as it ſhould be, according to the Truth, 
or the true Natures of Things. The Spring and 
Prime of Life is the fitteſt Seaſon for forming 
and fixing the beſt Principles: and as the Infant 
hath an undoubted Right to the Promifeg it 
mult have the ſame Right to the Uſe and Appli- 
cation of them, for it's own greateſt Benefit, as 
it is riſing up in Life and Underſtanding. Eve- 
ry conſiderate impartial Perſon will acknowledge, 
that this is a very great Privilege and Advantage 
in the Education of Children ; and that, for theſe 
excellent Purpoſes, a ſolemn Ordinance is moſt 


properly applied to the Beginning of Life: and 


that it is a Wrong to our Children to debar them 


from it. Thus Children may be brought up in 


the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord ; and, 


as Parents are planted upon the good Olive of 


God's Covenant, that Tree of Life; ſo the ten- 
der Sprouts, that grow out of their Bodies, may 
grow up with them in Chriſt Jeſus. And upon 


the Foot of the Intereſt of their Children in the 
Covenant of Divine Grace, declared in Baptiſm, 
Parents are incouraged to pray for them in great- 


er Aſſurance of Faith, and to plead thoſe com- 
fortable Promiſes of old made to the Seed of 
God's People: as, I will circumciſe thy heart, 
and the heart of thy Seed. I will pour out my Spi- 


rit upon thy Seed, and my Bleſſing upen thine off- 


Spring. The Seed of the righteous is bleſſed. They 
are the Seed of the bleſſed of the Lord, and their oft. 


ſpring with them, 


The Ordinance alſo hath relation to the whole 
FamiLy, where it is adminiſtred; and all that 
belong to it are thereby reminded of the Divine 
Goodneſs, which was exhibited to each of them 
at their Entrance into Life. The Covenant of 
: Grace, 
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Grace, and their Intereſt in it, by a Solemnity, 
which hath a ſpecial reſpect unto themſelves, is 
diſplayed before their Eyes; and they behold 
the Glory of God ſhining upon the whole 
Houſe, to revive in their Breaſts a Senſe of 
Redeeming Love, and of their Obligations. 
They are ſhewn, as in a clear Glaſs, that they 


Darkneis, and tranſlated into the Family of 
God; adopted, choſen, called, freely invited, 


and to all the Honours, Bleſſings and Encou- 
ragements of it ; being no more Strangers and 
Foreigners, but Fellow. Citizens with the Saints, 
and of the Houſhold of God. Moreover, the 
ſealing and confirming the Covenant to an In- 
fant, uncapable of performing any previous 


y the pure Bounty and Free-Gift of God. And 


all this, as oft as the Ordinance is repeted in 


the Family, hath a manifeſt Tendency to awaken 


Love, and to excite them to walk worthy of 
their high Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Indeed the INF A Nr itſelf is, at preſent, un- 


capable of reflecting upon theſe Things. But 
the nobleſt Materials, included in the Grace of 
God, then exhibited and aſſured to it, are 
provided and ready for Thought and Re- 
flection, as ſoon as ever the rational Faculties 
are capable of being exerted; as above ob- 
ſerved. And if the Treaſures of the Goſpel 
are gradually opened, and preſented to View, 
as the Underſtanding inlarges, in a Family 


where 


are delivered from the Power of heatheniſh 


and made welcome to his glorious Kingdom, 


Conditions, is a Demonſtration, that they are 
Y "an into this happy State of Grace and Glory 
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their Attention, to increaſe their Gratitude and 
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gion of FJeſus prevails, the young Chriſtian 
will. be continually improving in ſuch Princi- 
les, Tempers and Practice, as will render his 
Pie honourable and uſeful, happy and com- 


fortable here in this World, and will qua- 


lify him for the Glory that ſhall hereafter be 
revcled.) in the Saints. 
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